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(Capital Information)
New delhi/Hydeeabad : Jour-

nalists’ organisations and

media bodies across the coun-

try have stepped up their de-

mand for the immediate

restoration of the 50% railway

fare concession for accredited

journalists, arguing that the

prolonged suspension of the

facility continues to place a

heavy financial burden on

working media professionals.

The concession, which had

been available to journalists for

decades, was suspended by

Indian Railways on March 20,

2020, during the COVID-19

pandemic as part of wider re-

strictions aimed at curbing non-

essential travel and managing

limited rail operations.

Although railway services

and public transport have fully

resumed, journalists’ groups

pointed out that the concession

remains withdrawn more than

six years later, affecting re-

porters who frequently travel

for elections, parliamentary

proceedings, disaster cover-

age, investigative reporting and

other assignments in the public

interest.

Under the earlier system,

accredited journalists were eli-

gible for a 50% concession on

Mail and Express trains, includ-

ing premium services such as

Rajdhani, Shatabdi and Jan

Shatabdi trains. The facil-

ity also included special

Railway-issued identity

cards for booking and lim-

ited concession benefits

for spouses and children.

Media organisations

said the continued sus-

pension had particularly

affected journalists from

regional publications,

small media houses, free-

lancers and stringers who

often travel at personal

expense.

The issue has also

been raised in Parliament by

several MPs in recent months.

Neeraj Dangi raised the matter

in the Rajya Sabha in February

2026, calling for restoration of

the concession and a perma-

nent policy for accredited jour-

nalists. Other    (Cont. on Pg 2) 

(Capital Information)  
Hyderabad : Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy on Wednes-

day held discussions with Dara

Khosrowshahi, Chief Execu-

tive Officer of Uber, on expand-

ing the company’s operations

in Telangana and exploring fu-

ture collaborations in technol-

ogy, mobility and urban

infrastructure.

The meeting took place at

the Chief Minister’s residence

in Jubilee Hills and focused on

strengthening Hyderabad’s po-

sition as a global technology

and innovation hub.

During the discussions,

Khosrowshahi informed the

Chief Minister that Uber was

expanding its Centre of Excel-

lence (CoE) in Hyderabad,

which is the company’s first such

facility established outside the

United States. Officials said the

centre currently employs around

600 engineers and plays a key

role in technology develop-

ment and innovation.

Uber executives also ex-

pressed interest in establishing

the company’s corporate office

in Telangana’s proposed Fu-

ture City project. The State

Government assured full sup-

port for the company’s expan-

sion and investment plans.

Revanth Reddy highlighted

emerging urban challenges

such as parking management

and suggested that Uber ex-

plore opportunities in develop-

ing multi-level parking facilities

and electric vehicle charging

infrastructure, particularly near

Metro stations.

According to officials, Uber

representatives responded

positively to the proposal and

agreed to undertake a detailed

study on the suggested initia-

tives.

The Chief Minister reiter-

ated the Telangana Govern-

ment’s commitment to

supporting global technology

and mobility companies

through investment-friendly

policies and infrastructure de-

velopment.  (Cont. on Pg 2) 

CBSE Declares Class 12 
Results; Overall Pass 
Percentage at 85.20%

(Capital Information) 
Hyderabad : The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) an-

nounced the Class 12 examination results for the academic year

2026, with an overall pass percentage of 85.20%.

According to of-

ficial figures, girls

outperformed boys

once again by

recording a pass

percentage of

88.86%, while boys

registered 82.13%,

resulting in a gender

gap of 6.73 percent-

age points in favour

of girls.

CBSE data

showed that a total

of 17,80,365 stu-

dents had registered

for the examination,

out of which

17,68,968 appeared. A total of 15,07,109 students successfully

cleared the examination.

The board noted that the overall pass percentage declined by 3.19

percentage points compared to last year’s 88.39%.

Students can access their results and download provisional mark-

sheets through the official CBSE  Website.

The results are also available through DigiLocker and the UMANG

application using students’ roll number, school number and admit card

ID details.

Capital Information Team
Meets Telangana Media
Academy Chairman

(Capital Information) 
Hyderabad : A delegation from Capital Information led by N.Srinivas

Rao met K. Sreenivas Reddy, Chairman of the Telangana Media Acad-

emy, at the Academy premises in Hyderabad.

During the meeting, the Capital Information team felicitated Mr.

Sreenivas Reddy and appreciated his efforts towards the welfare and

professional development of journalists in Telangana.

Chairman Sreenivas Reddy also congratulated journalists/corre-

spondents who received Telangana State Media Accreditation Cards.

Among those who received accreditation cards from Mr. Sreenivas

Reddy were Nageshwar Rao Karra, Srikanth Renikunta (Bureau

Chief), K. Venkanna Babu (Principal Correspondent), N. Vikram Rao

(Correspondent) and Surender. The accreditation cards were distrib-

uted in the presence of Mr. N. Srinivas Rao, Chairman & Chief Editor,

Capital Information. 

A television actress and wife of Nageshwar Rao Karra, Preeti

Nigam also attended the programme along with members of the Cap-

ital Information team.

The event was held at the Telangana Media Academy premises

on Chapel Road near Public Gardens, Nampally, Hyderabad.

The accreditation recognises the professional contributions of jour-

nalists and enables them to avail facilities and official access provided

under Telanganah State media accreditation guidelines.

Minister Stresses 
Collective Effort for 
Education Development

(Capital Information)
Jagtial /dharmapuri : State Welfare Minister Adluri Laxman Kumar

said public representatives, teachers, and parents must work together

for students’ futures. At a Vidya Varotsavalu seminar in ZPHS

Dharmapuri, he said the government is prioritizing education with

quality teaching and better infrastructure in govt schools. 

He asked sarpanches to focus on enrollment, dropout prevention,

and facilities like toilets and drinking water. On Bandi Sanjay’s son’s

case, he said a special officer was appointed and SIT is probing. He

added that no one is above the law.

Library Chairman Sanganabhatla Dinesh, Municipal Chairman

Vemula Rajesh Nagalakshmi, AMC Chairman Chilumula Lavanya

Laxman, officials, teachers, public and others .

(Capital Information)
Khammam Bureau : Ponguleti

Srinivasa Reddy came down

heavily on the BJP- led Central

Government over the alleged

NEET paper leak controversy

during the Praja Darbar pro-

gramme organised at Jeel-

lacheruvu in Kusumanchi

mandal on Wednesday. He

questioned whether the concept

of a “double engine government”

was meant for development or

for examination paper leaks that

destroy the future of students

and unemployed youth across

the country.

The Minister alleged that

the NEET question paper

had reportedly leaked nearly

42 hours before the exami-

nation, leaving lakhs of stu-

dents in uncertainty and

distress. He stated that

around 23 lakh students na-

tionwide, including nearly

70,000 from Telangana, were

affected by the controversy.

Criticising the Centre for its

handling of the issue, he de-

manded strict action against

those responsible and finan-

cial assistance for students

who suffered losses due to

the incident.

Recalling the previous BRS

regime in Telangana, the Minis-

ter said several recruitment ex-

amination papers from Group-1

to Group-4 were leaked during

the past government. He alleged

that influential persons con-

nected to the earlier administra-

tion were involved in the

scandals and noted that stu-

dents had suffered greatly due to

irregularities in examinations

and results. He added that after

assuming office, the present

Congress government had

strengthened recruitment sys-

tems and filled thousands of jobs

in a transparent manner.

During the Praja Darbar, the

Minister, along with the District

Collector and senior officials, re-

ceived petitions from people be-

longing to 13 gram panchayats

under the Jeellacheruvu cluster.

Several grievances related to In-

diramma housing, pensions and

land issues were brought to his

notice. 

Assuring full support to the

public, the Minister directed offi-

cials to ensure that all genuine

problems are resolved without

delay.

Endowments Commissioner and Priests Invite Minister 
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy to Saraswati Anthya Pushkaralu

(Capital Information)  
Hyderabad : Officials of the Endowments Department and priests in-

vited Komatireddy Venkat Reddy to attend the Saraswati Anthya

Pushkaralu scheduled to commence from the 21st of this month.

The invitation programme was held at the Minister’s camp office

located in the Ministers’ Residential Complex in Hyderabad. State En-

dowments Commissioner Hanumantha Rao and temple priests for-

mally invited the Minister by presenting an invitation card and

honouring him with a shawl amid Vedic chants.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

stated that considering the huge turnout of devotees during the

Saraswati Pushkaralu held last year, the Roads and Buildings Depart-

ment has made all necessary arrangements to ensure that devotees

do not face any inconvenience during the upcoming Saraswati Anthya

Pushkaralu. (Cont. on Pg 2) 

(Capital Information)
Mahabubabad : The govern-

ment is taking special measures

to strengthen the gram pan-

chayat system by allocating

higher funds and ensuring con-

tinuous development, said State

Panchayati Raj, Rural Develop-

ment, Women and Child Wel-

fare, and Rural Water Supply

Minister Danasari Anasuya

(Seethakka). She instructed offi-

cials to ensure that there are no

disruptions in drinking water sup-

ply in villages, especially during

the summer. She also directed

that farmers should not face any

difficulties in the procurement of

paddy and maize, and that all

departments must work in coor-

dination to meet targets. 

A district-level review meet-

ing on development works was

held on Wednesday at the Col-

lectorate conference hall under

the chairmanship of District Col-

lector Sneha Shabarish. The

meeting was attended by Minis-

ter Seethakka, Chief Minister’s

Advisor and Rajya Sabha Mem-

ber Vem Narender Reddy, Gov-

ernment Whip Dr. Jatoth

Ramachandra Naik, MP Porika

Balaram Naik, MLA Dr. Bhukya

Murali Naik, and others.

Speaking on the occasion,

the Minister said that special

funds allocated for village devel-

opment must be utilized effec-

tively. She directed officials to

ensure all basic facilities at pro-

curement centres operating

under IKP and to carry out pro-

curement smoothly. She stated

that the government is commit-

ted to the development of vil-

lages and the welfare of the

poor, implementing several

schemes that are unique in the

country. She also warned

against false propaganda on de-

velopment works and advised

electricity officials to remain alert

ahead of the monsoon season. 

Rajya Sabha Member Vem

Narender Reddy said that in

view of the Chief Minister’s pro-

posed visit to the district in June,

officials should speed up ongo-

ing works, including the medical

college, Superintendent of Police

office, horticulture university,

JNTU, integrated school build-

ings, irrigation, Panchayati Raj,

Roads and Buildings, and mu-

nicipal projects, and be ready for

inaugurations and foundation

ceremonies. 

He also emphasized the

need to strengthen procurement

arrangements due to higher yield

this season and ensure availabil-

ity of labour, vehicles, and logis-

tics for smooth transportation of

produce. He suggested creating

awareness among farmers

about crop diversification to in-

crease income. 

Government Whip Dr. Jatoth

Ramachandra Naik stressed

transparency in the functioning

of Panchayat Secretaries and

MPDOs and proper utilization of

funds. 

MP Balaram Naik highlighted

the importance of coordination

between officials and public rep-

resentatives for district develop-

ment through both State and

Central funds. MLA Dr. Bhukya

Murali Naik urged officials to in-

tensify paddy and maize pro-

curement, inspect storage

facilities, and ensure adequate

transportation and labour

arrangements. 

District Collector Sneha

Shabarish presented a Power-

Point on development works,

welfare schemes, and procure-

ment activities. Responding to

queries on the SP office con-

struction, SP Dr. Shabarish said

that the pending works would be

completed soon. The Collector

assured that necessary instruc-

tions would be issued to officials

to resolve issues promptly. 

District SP Dr. Shabarish,

Forest Officer Vishal Battula, Ad-

ditional Collector (Revenue) K.

Anil Kumar, District Library

Chairman Vennam Srikanth

Reddy, Municipal Chairperson

Guguloth Jyothi, Kesamudram

Market Committee Chairman

Ganta Sanjeev Reddy, DRDO

Project Director Madhusudana

Raju, ZP CEO Purushottam,

along with other officials and

public representatives, were

present.

Telangana Government Pushes for Expedited
Journalists’ Housing Plots Allotment

(Capital Information)  
Hyderabad : G. Mukund Reddy, Special Commissioner of the

Information and Public Relations Department, on Wednesday called

for expediting the allotment process for housing plots intended for

journalists in Telangana.

Addressing a meeting held with representatives of various

journalists’ housing societies at the Telangana Media Academy,

Mukund Reddy said the State Government was taking proactive

measures to resolve the long-pending housing issue in accordance

with the directions of Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy.

During the meeting, K. Srinivas Reddy, Chairman of the Telangana

Media Academy, directed officials and representatives of housing

societies to prepare a comprehensive report before the Cabinet

meeting scheduled for May 21.

The proposed report will include details of all journalists’ housing

societies in Hyderabad along with the number of members in each

society. Mr. Srinivas Reddy urged all housing societies to work

collectively and extend full cooperation to ensure smooth completion

of the exercise. (Cont. on Pg 2) 
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(Capital Information)
Hanumakonda : Warangal

MP Dr. Kadiyam Kavya said

that the Congress govern-

ment in Telangana is giving

top priority to the education

sector.

The MP attended the ed-

ucation awareness confer-

ence of the constituency

level village sarpanches and

councilors organized at Sta-

tion Ghanpur Zilla Parishad

High School as a part of the

Prajapalana – Pragathi

Plankhaan Education Week

as the chief guest. 

Speaking on the occa-

sion... he suggested that the

strengthening of government

schools is in the hands of the

society and that the public

representatives should take

care of the house as much as

they take care of the temple.

He reminded that there are

currently sarpanches and

councilors among those who

have studied in government

schools and reached many

high positions.

He said that government

schools are shaping rubies in

the soil.  

Government schools are

on par with private educa-

tional institutions..

He said that currently

government schools are

achieving results on par with

private educational institu-

tions. He said that students

who have achieved state

ranks are also coming from

government schools. He said

that recently 120 students

who have studied in govern-

ment schools and scored

more than 550 marks were

honored. He said that the so-

ciety has the responsibility to

recognize the talent of stu-

dents and take them to a

higher level, especially the

sarpanches and councilors

should take the lead in iden-

tifying poor students and

shaping their future. He

called on everyone to work

together to provide neces-

sary facilities to schools.

He suggested that teach-

ers and public representa-

tives should work especially

to increase the number of

students in schools by effec-

tively implementing the Badi-

bata program and increasing

the trust of parents in govern-

ment schools. He said that

there is a need to pay special

attention to the education of

girls.  

He said that if a woman

studies at home, the entire

family will develop and the

country's progress depends

on women's education. He

said that in some places,

school premises are becom-

ing centers for anti-social ac-

tivities after school hours and

strict action should be taken

against such people. 

He said that the availabil-

ity of drugs to students is a

concern and suggested that

public representatives and

teachers should be vigilant

and keep special supervision

over students. 

Municipal Chairman

Vinay Kumar, Agricultural

Market Committee Chairman

Lavanya Sirish Reddy, con-

stituency MEOs, councilors,

sarpanches, other public rep-

resentatives, leaders, offi-

cials and others participated

in the meeting.

(Capital Information)
Hyderabad : In a remark-
able medical achievement,
doctors at KIMS Sunshine
Hospitals have successfully
performed a rare and com-
plex jaw reconstruction sur-
gery on a five-year-old boy,
restoring his ability to open
his mouth and significantly
improving his quality of life.

The child, P. Yashwanth,
son of P. Karunakar from
Siddipet, had been suffering
from an inability to open his
mouth since infancy. Initially
dismissed as a condition
that might resolve with age,
his problem worsened over
time. By the age of five, he
could barely open his mouth
enough to insert a finger, se-
verely affecting his ability to
eat, speak, and sleep.

Medical evaluation by
Dr. Nishanth Sadhanala,
Consultant Plastic and Re-
constructive Surgeon at
KIMS Sunshine Hospitals,

revealed that the child was
suffering from Temporo-
mandibular Joint (TMJ)
Ankylosis — a rare condi-
tion in which the jaw joint
becomes fused, restricting
movement and hindering fa-
cial development.

Due to the fusion near
the joint, the growth of the
right side of the jaw had
been arrested, leading to fa-
cial asymmetry and func-
tional impairment. The child
also suffered from sleep

apnea and required over an
hour to complete a meal.

Moved by the child’s
condition and his innocent
wish to smile like other chil-
dren, the medical team de-
cided to undertake a
specialised surgical proce-
dure known as Ankylosis
Release with Costochondral
Graft Reconstruction.

During the five-hour sur-
gery, the fused bones were
carefully separated, increas-
ing the child’s mouth open-

ing from a mere 1–2 mm to
34 mm.

Surgeons also recon-
structed the damaged joint
using rib cartilage grafts,
which are expected to grow
along with the child and sup-
port normal jaw development.

Post-surgery, the child
recovered well and was dis-
charged in stable condition.
Family members expressed
relief and joy, noting that he
can now eat comfortably,
sleep peacefully, and smile
without difficulty.

Dr. Nishanth Sadhanala
emphasised the importance
of early diagnosis, advising
parents to seek medical at-
tention if children show
symptoms such as difficulty
in opening the mouth, facial
asymmetry, snoring, or
feeding issues. He noted
that timely intervention can
prevent long-term complica-
tions and ensure normal
growth and function.

(Capital Information)
Adilabad : District Collector

Rajarshisha has called upon

the representatives of the pub-

lic to participate in increasing

the enrollment of students in

order to strengthen the govern-

ment schools.  During the pub-

lic administration-progressive

planning education week, he

attended the awareness con-

ference organized for

Sarpanchs and Municipal

Ward Councilors of Adilabad

Constituency on Wednesday

at the local Rims Auditorium on

education-related issues and

started it by lighting the torch. 

On this occasion, the Dis-

trict Collector said that they are

laying great emphasis on the

creation of infrastructure in

government schools and ex-

plained that the expected re-

sults will come only when local

leadership is taken in the de-

velopment of schools. 

During the last two years,

repairs have been completed

in tribal welfare, ashram

schools, KGBVs and govern-

ment schools in the district with

funds of around 40 crore ru-

pees. It has been revealed that

parents have been involved in

the education system espe-

cially through 'Amma Adarsh   

School Committees' and the

distribution of uniforms and

modernization of schools are

going on transparently under

their supervision. 

Specially focusing on the

'Professor Jayashankar Badi-

bata' programme, the repre-

sentatives said that the

Anganwadi children under their

jurisdiction should be enrolled

in primary schools. It is sug-

gested to monitor students

from primary to higher educa-

tion to prevent dropouts. He

explained that Bhavita

Kendras have been strength-

ened for disabled children and

modern teaching is being pro-

vided to them through Artificial

Intelligence (AI). 

On this occasion, the Col-

lector asked the representa-

tives of the public to reach the

enrollment target set for each

school through Badibata, and

for this, to create awareness in

the villages and wards on a

large scale, that teaching by

experienced teachers and bet-

ter facilities are available in

government schools. 

Additional Collector of

Local Bodies, In-charge District

Education Officer Rajeshwar,

Municipal Vice Chairman

Rohit, DLPO Faninder, Co-or-

dinator Ajay, Education, Munic-

ipal, Panchayat, other

departmental officials,

Sarpanchs, Ward Councillors,

Staff, etc. participated in this

conference.

(Capital Information)
Jogulamba Gadwala :
District Collector Rizwan

Basha Sheikh said that

sarpanchs and coun-

cilors should play a vital

role to strengthen gov-

ernment educational in-

stitutions and eradicate

child marriages.

A one-day workshop

was held for the public

representatives of local

bodies on school educa-

tion programs at the

IDOC conference hall on

Wednesday during the

education week organ-

ized as part of the 99-day

schedule of Public Gover-

nance Development Plan. 

The district collector who

was present as the chief

guest said that the con-

cerned sarpanchs will defi-

nitely know that child

marriages are taking place

in any village and all those

involved in child marriages

will be punished according

to law. 

He said that the repre-

sentatives of local bodies

have the responsibility of

monitoring schools and An-

ganwadi centers. He said

that better facilities are being

provided in government ed-

ucational institutions and

morning breakfast will also be

provided to the students from

the next academic year. 

It is stated that funds

have been sanctioned for

the construction of complete

toilets in the schools of the

district. He explained that

apart from repairing Amma

Adarsh schools, they are

also working on the con-

struction of additional class-

rooms pending approval in

our town. He said that the

government will give special

kits to the students. 

The District Collector an-

nounced on the occasion

that five from each mandal

will be given awards on Au-

gust 15 to the better per-

forming Sarpanchs. Later,

the Collector along with the

concerned officials pre-

sented prizes and certifi-

cates of appreciation to the

students of various schools

who stood as toppers in the

tenth class results.

DEO Vijayalakshmi, In-

charge DYSO Rama-

lingeswara Goud, DPO

Srikanth, other officers and

others participated in this

program.

Complete Paddy Unloading Immediately
: Collector Koya Sri Harsha

(Capital Information)
Sultanabad : District Collector Koya Sri Harsha has directed

officials to take measures to ensure that no delays whatsoever

in the paddy procurement and unloading processes within the

district. 

On Wednesday,  Collector Koya Sri Harsha visited the sev-

eral rice mills located in the Katnapalli, Pusala, and Suglam-

palli areas of Sultanabad Mandal to inspect the grain unloading

and handling processes. 

The Collector inspected Palla Industries, Shivaparvati Rice

Mill, Rishi Rice Mill, Ranganatha Rice Mill, and Sri Rajarajesh-

wari Rice Mill in Katnapalli; Shivasai Rice Mill and Manikanta

Rice Mill in Pusala; and Radharamana Rice Mill in Suglampalli. 

Speaking on this occasion, Collector Koya Sri Harsha is-

sued orders to ensure that the unloading of paddy is completed

within 24 hours, the lorry reach the rice mill.He directed the

concerned officials to take immediate necessary measures to

resolve any issues such as a shortage of hamalis or other op-

erational hurdles at the Procurement Centers and rice mills. 

He emphasized that the processes of paddy procurement,

transportation, and unloading must be coordinated effectively

to ensure that farmers do not face any difficulties. 

DTCS Mahesh, Ravinder, and others accompanied the Dis-

trict Collector during visit.

Endowments
Commissioner

and Priests Invite
Minister 

Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy to
Saraswati Anthya

Pushkaralu
(Cont. from Pg 1) 

He instructed the of-

ficials of the Endow-

ments Department to

coordinate closely with

Roads and Buildings

Department officials to

ensure the successful

conduct of the Pushkar-

alu, which the State Gov-

ernment is organizing on

a prestigious scale.

The Minister further

stated that the State

Government under the

leadership of Revanth

Reddy has already

begun preparations for

the upcoming Godavari

Pushkaralu. He said that

the Roads and Buildings

Department is focusing

mainly on the construc-

tion of Pushkar ghats

and improving road con-

nectivity and other facili-

ties for devotees.

Uber to Expand
Hyderabad Centre

of Excellence, 
Explores Presence

in Future City
(Cont. from Pg 1) 

The Uber delegation in-

cluded Madhu Kannan, Chief

Business Officer; Prabhjeet

Singh, President – Uber India

and South Asia; Praveen Nip-

palli Naga, Chief Technology

Officer, along with other sen-

ior executives.

Special Secretary to the

Chief Minister Ajit Reddy and

senior government officials

were also present during the

meeting.

Officials said the pro-

posed expansion is expected

to create additional high-

skilled engineering and tech-

nology jobs while

strengthening Hyderabad’s

growing reputation as a major

centre for innovation and ad-

vanced mobility solutions.

Telangana Government Pushes for Expedited
Journalists’ Housing Plots Allotment
(Cont. from Pg 1) 

He also stressed that only eligible and genuine journalists

should be included in the beneficiary lists.

At the request of representatives of the Greater Hyderabad

Journalists Housing Society, the meeting decided to include

the society in the Joint Action Committee (JAC) process. The

Mahatma Gandhi Journalists Society was also included in the

process.

Representatives of the Greater Hyderabad Journalists

Housing Society, including president Mamidi Somayya and

secretary Bollam Srinivas, submitted the society’s membership

list during the meeting.

The meeting was attended by I&PR Joint Director D.S.

Jagan, Telangana Union of Working Journalists State president

Virahat Ali and representatives of various journalists’ housing

societies.

Restore 50% Railway Concession Immediately :
Journalists Demand Revocation of 
6-Year Suspension for Media Welfare

(Cont. from Pg 1) parliamentarians, including Durai Vaiko,

Pappu Yadav and Amar Sharadrao Kale, have also supported

reinstatement of the facility.

Journalist unions have likewise submitted representations

to the Centre. In February 2026, members of the Karnataka

Union of Working Journalists met Union Minister of State L.

Murugan in Shivamogga and submitted a memorandum seek-

ing restoration of the concession and online booking facilities.

The All India Newspaper Employees Federation also issued a

formal appeal in March demanding reinstatement of railway

concessions for journalists.

Media representatives have urged the Union Government

to restore all pre-2020 benefits, reactivate IRCTC booking fa-

cilities for accredited journalists and formulate a permanent

policy to prevent future withdrawal of the concession.

In a statement, Capital Information Newspaper expressed

support for the demand, stating that restoration of the conces-

sion would strengthen grassroots reporting, improve mobility

for journalists and support the functioning of a free and inde-

pendent media ecosystem in the country.

(Capital Information)
New Delhi : The Cabinet

Committee on Economic Af-

fairs, chaired by Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi, has

approved the Ahmedabad

(Sarkhej) – Dholera Semi

High-Speed Double Line rail

project at an estimated cost

of ₹20,667 crore.

According to the Ministry

of Railways, the project is

scheduled for completion by

2030-31 and will become

India’s first semi high-speed

rail corridor to be developed

using indigenously devel-

oped technology.

The proposed rail line,

spanning around 134 kilome-

tres, will connect Sarkhej in

Ahmedabad district with

Dholera through a new broad

gauge double line. The proj-

ect will also include spur con-

nectivity to the proposed

Dholera International Airport

and the Lothal National Mar-

itime Heritage Complex.

Officials said the corridor

is designed for speeds up to

220 kmph, with operational

speeds expected to reach

200 kmph. The line will in-

clude 13 stations and is

aimed at improving passen-

ger and freight connectivity

between Ahmedabad, the

Dholera Special Investment

Region and other emerging

industrial and infrastructure

hubs.

The Ministry stated that

the project would support

faster daily commuting and

same-day return travel while

also strengthening multi-

modal transport integration

under the PM Gati Shakti Na-

tional Master Plan.

According to official esti-

mates, the corridor is ex-

pected to generate freight

capacity of around 2 million

tonnes annually and help re-

duce logistics costs by approx-

imately ₹54 crore per year.

The government also pro-

jected significant environ-

mental benefits, including

reduction in annual oil im-

ports by nearly 0.48 crore

litres and reduction of carbon

dioxide emissions by around

2.40 crore kilograms annu-

ally, which officials said

would be equivalent to plant-

ing nearly 10 lakh trees.

The project is expected to

improve connectivity for

around 284 villages with a

combined population of

nearly five lakh people and

generate approximately 91

lakh human-days of employ-

ment during construction and

implementation phases.

Officials said the corridor

would utilise Namo Bharat

train technology and con-

tribute to industrial develop-

ment, tourism growth and

regional economic integra-

tion in Gujarat.

The government is giving top priority to education : MP Dr. Kadiyam Kavya
People should cooperate in the development of government schools

5-Year-Old Regains Smile After Rare Jaw Surgery at KIMS Sunshine

Cabinet Approves  Ahmedabad–Dholera Semi  High-Speed Rail Project Worth ₹20,667 Crore

Public representatives should be partners to strengthen
Government schools : Collector Rajarshi Shah

Role of sarpanphes is crucial in eradicating 
child marriage: Collector Rizwan Bhasha Sheikh
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(Capital Information)
MAHABUBNAGAR : Dis-

trict Collector Khushboo

Gupta on Monday invited

applications for assistance

under the National Chil-

dren’s Fund Scheme aimed

at the welfare of orphaned

and homeless children af-

fected by terrorist violence,

left-wing extremism, insur-

gency, and border firing in-

cidents. 

In a statement, the Col-

lector said the main objec-

tive of the scheme is to

ensure that the education

of orphaned children does

not discontinue midway

and to provide priority sup-

port for their care and pro-

tection.

As part of this initiative,

the Central Government is

implementing a special

component titled “Care and

Education” under the Na-

tional Children’s Fund

Scheme. She stated that fi-

nancial assistance and wel-

fare support would be

extended to eligible chil-

dren until they attain the

age of 25 years. 

The Collector urged

guardians of eligible chil-

dren to contact the officials

of the Women, Child, Dis-

abled and Elderly Welfare

Department at Room No.

36 in the Collectorate for

further details and submis-

sion of applications.

(Capital Information)
MAHABUBNAGAR : Gov-

ernment Whip and MLA Yen-

nam Srinivas Reddy said that

the Government General

Hospital in Mahabubnagar

would be developed in all as-

pects to provide better health-

care services to the public. He

was speaking as the chief

guest at the Hospital Develop-

ment Committee meeting

held at the Government Gen-

eral Hospital, where several

important issues related to

hospital infrastructure and pa-

tient care were discussed in

detail. 

District Collector Khush-

boo Gupta presided over the

meeting. The committee re-

viewed the action taken report

from the previous meeting,

discussed facilities required

for patients, and examined

the problems being faced by

doctors and medical staff. De-

partment-wise reviews were

also conducted to assess the

requirements of each section

in the hospital.

Addressing the media

later, Yennam Srinivas Reddy

stated that several key deci-

sions had been taken during

the comprehensive review

meeting. He said the Hospital

Development Committee

meetings would now be con-

ducted compulsorily every

month. Heads of Depart-

ments would submit details of

the equipment and facilities

required for their respective

wards, and arrangements

would be made accordingly.

He said the administration

was committed to improving

hospital services further in the

coming months. Special

sheds would be constructed

for ASHA workers and atten-

dants to ensure better con-

venience for them. 

The MLA said nearly 900

beneficiaries had already re-

ceived Yennam Health Kits.

Steps were also being taken

to provide improved health-

care services for mothers de-

livering at the hospital. He

informed that discussions

were being held with nursing

homes and private doctors in

the town to issue health cards

for free outpatient services in

nearly 25 women’s hospitals

and 30 children’s hospitals. 

He expressed gratitude to

IMA President Dr. Ram

Mohan and private medical

practitioners for extending

their cooperation to the initia-

tive. He said that after educa-

tion, healthcare was being

given the highest priority in

Mahabubnagar town and

added that significant devel-

opment in the healthcare sec-

tor was expected within the

next six months to one year. 

Yennam Srinivas Reddy

said most of the patients visit-

ing the Government General

Hospital belonged to poor

families and assured that

quality medical services

would be provided to them.

He added that minor short-

comings in the hospital would

soon be rectified. 

Speaking on the occasion,

District Collector Khushboo

Gupta directed officials and

medical staff to make effec-

tive use of available re-

sources, facilities, and funds

to provide quality healthcare

services to patients. She

urged doctors and hospital

staff to uphold the trust of pa-

tients who visit the Govern-

ment General Hospital with

great hope. 

The Collector said facili-

ties and infrastructure issues

in the hospital would be ad-

dressed on a priority basis.

She instructed the hospital

superintendent to regularly

monitor hospital functioning

and ensure that doctors and

staff remained available for

patient care at all times.

During the meeting, it was

also decided to appoint a

physiotherapist and a bio-

medical engineer using Hos-

pital Development Committee

funds. The Collector an-

nounced that another review

meeting would be conducted

next month to assess

progress. 

Deputy Mayor Marepally

Surender Reddy, District Li-

brary Chairman Mallu Nar-

simha Reddy, MUDA

Chairman Laxman Yadav,

Hospital Superintendent Dr.

Ranga Ajmeer, In-charge

DMHO Dr. Shashikanth, Cor-

porator Salman, Hospital De-

velopment Committee

members Dr. J. Ram Mohan,

Dr. Samuel, Bejjugam

Raghavender and others par-

ticipated in the programme.

(Capital Information)
MAHABUBNAGAR : As
part of the third day of the
Praja Palana Pragathi
Pranalika programme, a
Community Awareness Pro-
gramme was successfully
conducted with the participa-
tion of constituency-level
public representatives, cor-
porators, sarpanches and of-
ficials concerned. 

On the occasion, a spe-
cial presentation on AEDP
courses was delivered on
behalf of NTR Government
Women’s Degree College
(Autonomous). The college
faculty team presented a de-
tailed video presentation ex-
plaining the significance and
benefits of the AEDP
courses. 

The presentation high-
lighted that the courses are
designed to connect stu-
dents with industries from
the third year of their degree
itself, while also providing
stipend-based apprentice-

ship opportunities.
It was explained that

these courses help students
acquire essential job skills
and become industry-ready
by the time they complete
their graduation. The pres-
entation also informed that
new Healthcare courses
under B.Sc Life Sciences
and BFSI courses under
B.Com have been intro-
duced during the current ac-
ademic year. 

The faculty stated that
these programmes would
play a vital role in enhancing
students’ skills, improving
employment opportunities

and preparing them accord-
ing to industry requirements.
Following the presentation,
the representatives appreci-
ated the structure of the
AEDP courses, their practi-
cal approach and their con-
tribution towards building
students’ careers. 

The programme was at-
tended by In-Charge Princi-
pal Amina Mumtaz Jahan,
Praja Palana Pragathi
Pranalika Programme Con-
vener Dr. M. Praveen
Kumar, Maddileti, Dr. Usha
Lakshmi, Kishore Kumar
and members of the college
faculty team.

A P Mithun Reddy Distributed
Water Bottles to Traffic Police
Amid Scorching Heat

(Capital Information)
MAHABUBNAGAR : In view of the severe summer heat with

temperatures reaching 44 to 45 degrees Celsius, Congress

Party State General Secretary A P Mithun Reddy distributed

water bottles to traffic police personnel in Mahabubnagar who

have been tirelessly performing their duties on roads to serve

the public. 

Appreciating the dedication and hard work of the traffic po-

lice despite the unbearable heat, he said their service to soci-

ety is commendable and everyone should support them during

the summer season.

Government General Hospital to Be Developed in All Aspects: Yennam Srinivas Reddy
Monthly Hospital Development Committee Meetings to Be Held Regularly; Focus on Better Medical Services for Poor Patients

Addl. Collector J.L.B. Haripriya Directed
Rice Millers to Expedite Paddy Unloading

(Capital Information)
MAHABUBNAGAR : Revenue Additional Collector J.L.B.

Haripriya instructed rice millers to ensure immediate unloading

of paddy arriving from procurement centres without any delay. 

On Wednesday, she visited Suresh Industries and Ganesh

Industries rice mills in Mahabubnagar town and reviewed the

unloading process. 

She directed mill managements to begin unloading opera-

tions from 6 a.m. onwards so that paddy transportation from

procurement centres could continue smoothly and on time.

She also advised the millers to arrange additional hamalis for

faster unloading operations. 

Civil Supplies DT Rajeev Reddy accompanied the Addi-

tional Collector during the inspection.

(Capital Information)
MAHABUBNAGAR : As part

of the prestigious “Community

CCTV Camera Project” being

implemented by the Telan-

gana Police Department, the

inauguration of newly in-

stalled CCTV cameras under

the jurisdiction of Mahabub-

nagar Two Town Police Sta-

tion was held grandly on

Wednesday at the Two Town

Police Station premises. Gov-

ernment Whip and Mahabub-

nagar MLA Yennam Srinivas

Reddy attended the pro-

gramme as the chief guest

and formally inaugurated the

CCTV cameras. 

Speaking on the occasion,

he said that installation of

CCTV cameras in every

street, major junction, and

commercial complex was es-

sential to transform Mahabub-

nagar into a crime-free and

secure city. 

He stated that nearly 200

CCTV cameras had already

been installed in the limits of

One Town and Two Town Po-

lice Stations, and the Police

Department was moving

ahead with plans to install an-

other 300 to 400 cameras

across the town in the coming

days. 

He appreciated business-

men, donors, and citizens for

voluntarily coming forward to

support the initiative and

urged more people to take in-

spiration from the donors who

had contributed to the instal-

lation of CCTV cameras. 

He said CCTV cameras

were playing a key role in

crime prevention, traffic mon-

itoring, and the quick identifi-

cation of criminals. He added

that installation of surveillance

cameras in all major areas

under the Mahabubnagar Mu-

nicipal Corporation limits

would help develop

the town into a

peaceful, safe, and

crime-free corpora-

tion. 

Expressing con-

cern over recent road

accidents in which

nearly ten people lost

their lives within a

week, he said that

despite continuous

efforts by the police,

public cooperation in

following traffic rules

was equally important. With-

out public support, it would

not be possible to completely

control crimes and accidents,

he remarked. 

He called upon the public,

Police Department, Municipal

Department, and Roads &

Buildings Department to work

in coordination to make Ma-

habubnagar a crime-free and

accident-free city. He also di-

rected officials to focus on

identifying dangerous divider

cuts, accident-prone curves,

and locations requiring speed

breakers within the town lim-

its. 

He stated that the con-

cerned departments had

been instructed to identify

hazardous spots and take

necessary corrective meas-

ures within a week. Stating

that nothing was more valu-

able than human life, Yennam

Srinivas Reddy appealed to

everyone to act responsibly

and cooperate in making Ma-

habubnagar a peaceful and

safe city. 

Deputy Mayor Surender

Reddy, MUDA Chairman Lax-

man Yadav, Library Chairman

Mallu Narasimha Reddy, Ad-

ditional SP N.B. Ratnam, DSP

Venkateshwarlu, Two Town CI

Mohammed Ajazuddin, SI of-

ficers, and other police per-

sonnel participated in the

programme.

Apply for National Children’s 
Fund : Collector Khushboo Gupta

Intermediate Student Dies by 
Suicide in Hostel at Madhapur

(Capital Information)
Madhapur : A 16-year-old intermediate student allegedly died

by suicide at a private junior college hostel in Madhapur on

Tuesday night, reportedly due to mental stress related to ex-

aminations.

According to police, the

incident took place around

8:30 pm at the Saraswathi

Campus hostel of Sri Chai-

tanya Junior College lo-

cated at Parvath Nagar X

Road, Madhapur. The de-

ceased was identified as

Maddepu Pooja Reddy,

daughter of Gopi Reddy, a

first-year MPC student

originally belonging to Ko-

dada in Suryapet district.

Police said Pooja

Reddy allegedly hanged

herself using a chunni

from the ceiling fan in her hostel room when no one else was

present. Preliminary investigation suggests that she had been

under mental pressure related to examinations.

Based on a complaint lodged by her father on Wednesday

morning, police registered a case and shifted the body to Os-

mania General Hospital for postmortem examination. After

completion of the postmortem, the body will be handed over

to her family members.

Further investigation into the incident is underway.

Community CCTV Cameras to Enhance Security : MLA Yennam Srinivas Reddy
Public Cooperation Vital for Crime-Free and Accident-Free Mahabubnagar

AEDP Courses Highlighted at Community Awareness 
Programme Under Praja Palana Pragathi Pranalika

Monthly Crime Review Meeting
Held at District Police Office
SP Dr. Sangram Singh G. Patil Stresses
Transparency and Speedy Investigation

(Capital Information)
Nagarkurnool : A monthly crime review meeting was con-

ducted on Wednesday at the District Police Office confer-

ence hall under the chairmanship of Superintendent of

Police Dr. Sangram Singh G. Patil. The meeting was at-

tended by DSPs, Circle Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, and

station writers.

Addressing the officials, SP Dr. Sangram Singh G. Patil

emphasized that every stage of investigation, from the reg-

istration of FIRs to the filing of charge sheets, must be car-

ried out with complete transparency. He stated that ensuring

timely justice to victims is the primary responsibility of the

police department and directed officers to conduct investi-

gations in a speedy and transparent manner.

During the meeting, the SP reviewed various aspects in-

cluding crime registration, pending cases, court monitoring,

Dial 100 calls, installation of CCTV cameras, response to

public grievances, refund of money to victims in cybercrime

cases, detection of theft cases, and investigation progress

in murder and suspicious death cases.

He instructed the officials to conduct continuous public

awareness programs on cyber frauds and women’s safety.

The SP also directed officers to expedite investigations with-

out leaving pending cases, remain accessible to the public

at all times, and maintain constant surveillance on habitual

offenders and rowdy sheeters through regular inspections.

Additional SP Venkateshwarlu, DSPs Sai Venkat Reddy,

Burri Srinivas, Srinivasulu, along with Circle Inspectors, Sub-

Inspectors, and station writers participated in the meeting.
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ditorial “From Patent to Product: Accelerating IP Commercialization in Electronics & IT”e
The Ministry of Electron-

ics and Information

Technology (MeitY), Govern-

ment of India, organized a one-

day national conference on

“From Patent to Product: Accel-

erating IP Commercialization in

Electronics & IT” at India Habitat

Centre, New Delhi on 12 May

2026. The conference, brought

together policymakers, innova-

tors, industry leaders, startups,

MSMEs, academia, re-

searchers, and R&D institutions

to deliberate on strengthening

India’s intellectual property and

innovation ecosystem in the

Electronics and IT domain

During the inaugural ses-

sion, IP Catalyst initiative

along with its digital platform

(https://cipie.in) was formally

launched by  S. Krishnan,

Secretary, MeitY, in the pres-

ence of  Amitesh Kumar

Sinha, Additional Secretary,

MeitY & CEO, India Semicon-

ductor Mission, Smt. Sunita

Verma, Group Coordinator &

Scientist G, MeitY and Prof.

(Dr.) Unnat P. Pandit, Regis-

trar of Copyrights, CGPDTM,

DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce

& Industry, along with senior

government officials and key

stakeholders.

The IP Catalyst initiative is

being implemented by CDAC

Pune, supported by MeitY that

aims to enable comprehen-

sive digital ecosystem sup-

porting the complete

innovation lifecycle  from re-

search and IP creation to

technology transfer, commer-

cialization, and market de-

ployment. It aims to bridge the

gap between publicly funded

R&D and industry adoption by

enabling stronger collabora-

tion among MeitY organiza-

tions, startups, MSMEs,

academia, and industry.

The digital platform

https://cipie.in will function as

a unified online gateway for IP

and commercialization sup-

port services. It will also serve

as a national digital repository

of technologies developed

through MeitY-supported R&D

initiatives, enabling startups,

MSMEs, and industry to iden-

tify deployable indigenous

technologies and explore col-

laboration opportunities.

S. Krishnan, Secretary,

MeitY in his inaugural address

said ““India today stands at a

defining moment in its innova-

tion journey towards the vision

of Viksit Bharat. In FY 2024–

25, India crossed a historic

milestone with 1,10,375

patent applications filed, with

the Electronics and IT sector

contributing nearly 44% of

these filings. In FY 2025–26,

patent filings further increased

to 1,43,729, with the Electron-

ics and IT domain recording a

remarkable 52% rise in patent

filings. This clearly reflects the

growing strength of India’s

technology and innovation

ecosystem.” He highlighted

that India is at a defining mo-

ment in its innovation journey

towards the vision of Viksit

Bharat, highlighting the signif-

icant rise in patent filings in

Electronics and IT. He empha-

sized that IP Catalyst is an im-

portant step to ensure

innovation translates into

technologies, products, and

societal impact by accelerat-

ing the journey from prototype

to product.

Amitesh Kumar Sinha, Ad-

ditional Secretary, MeitY &

CEO, India Semiconductor

Mission emphasized the

growing importance of strate-

gic technologies and intellec-

tual property in India’s ecosys-

tem, especially in semiconduc-

tors, electronics manufacturing,

AI, and emerging technologies.

He stated that IP Catalyst will en-

able startups, MSMEs, and in-

dustry to access indigenous

technologies, collaborate with

research institutions, and accel-

erate innovation-led growth.

Smt. Sunita Verma, Group

Coordinator (GC) highlighted

that the IP Catalyst initiative is

designed to strengthen collabo-

ration among key stakeholders

in the innovation ecosystem.

She emphasized that the plat-

form will support technology

commercialization by enabling

structured and digitally accessi-

ble IP services for stakeholders.

(Capital Information)
Hyderabad : Long before

the sun paints the rural hori-

zon, the toddy tapper

(Geetha Karmika) begins his

day. Armed with a sharp

sickle, a waist-bound rope

(Moku), and a clay pot, he

prepares to ascend the tow-

ering palm trees. To a casual

observer, it is a traditional oc-

cupation; to the tapper, it is a

high-stakes gamble with

gravity. Standing on a sway-

ing frond 60 feet above the

ground, these workers ex-

emplify a unique blend of an-

cient skill and raw courage

that remains a cornerstone

of rural Telangana’s identity.

Living on the Edge: The

High Cost of Tradition

The life of a toddy tapper

is a testament to the phrase

"living on the edge." Every

climb is fraught with dan-

ger—unexpected gusts of

wind, slippery bark during

monsoons, or a fraying

safety rope can lead to a

fatal fall. Every year, numer-

ous workers lose their lives

or face permanent disability,

leaving their families in a

cycle of debt and despair.

While the physical labor is

grueling, the psychological

toll of knowing that one mis-

step could be their last is a

burden these "warriors of the

sky" carry silently.

Vanishing Groves and

Economic Erosion

Today, the profession

faces an existential crisis.

The rapid expansion of real

estate is swallowing up vast

palm and silver date groves.

Furthermore, the influx of

adulterated liquor and syn-

thetic substitutes has deval-

ued the pure, natural

produce the tappers work so

hard to extract. As the prof-

itability shrinks and the risks

remain stagnant, the

younger generation is under-

standably wary of stepping

into their ancestors' foot-

steps, threatening the very

survival of this indigenous

craft.

Beyond Sympathy: The

Need for Structural Reform

It is time for the adminis-

tration and society to look

beyond mere sympathy and

provide tangible security to

the Geetha Karmika commu-

nity.There is an urgent need

to distribute mechanized

tree-climbing kits to minimize

fall risks. 

Promoting 'Neera' as a

health drink through organ-

ized state-backed retail

chains can transform the

economic landscape for tap-

pers.Bureaucratic hurdles in

processing ex-gratia and in-

surance claims for accident

victims must be removed to

provide immediate relief to

grieving families.Dedicated

zones for palm cultivation

must be integrated into rural

development plans to ensure

the availability of raw re-

sources.

The Bottom Line

The toddy tapper is not

just a laborer; he is a custo-

dian of a natural legacy.

Their sweat provides a liveli-

hood for thousands, yet their

own lives remain precarious.

Unless there is a concerted

effort to bridge the gap be-

tween their traditional toil and

modern safety standards, the

sight of a tapper scaling the

heights may soon become a

distant memory in our cul-

tural landscape.

- Polagoni Saidulu
Senior Journalist

(Capital Information)
Nagarkurnool : Government

Committed to Strengthening

Public Education System, Say

MLC Damodar Reddy and

Collector Hemant Keshav

PatilAs part of the Praja

Palana Pragathi Pranalika 99-

day action plan and Educa-

tion Week celebrations, an

awareness seminar on edu-

cational development was or-

ganized on Wednesday at

DKR Function Hall in Na-

garkurnool town under the

aegis of the District Education

Department. The programme

was conducted for all village

sarpanches and municipal

ward councillors of the Na-

garkurnool Assembly con-

stituency.

District Collector Hemant

Keshav Patil and MLC

Kuchukulla Damodar Reddy

attended the event as chief

guests. The programme com-

menced with floral tributes to

the portrait of Goddess

Saraswati and the lighting of

the ceremonial lamp. The dig-

nitaries later witnessed cul-

tural performances presented

by students.

Speaking on the occasion,

District Collector Hemant Ke-

shav Patil stated that the

State Government is imple-

menting several welfare and

development initiatives to

strengthen government

schools. He said special

measures are being taken to

improve infrastructure, pro-

mote digital education, and

provide quality teaching to

students. The Collector em-

phasized that government

schools would achieve

greater progress only when

public representatives and

women’s group leaders ac-

tively participate at the grass-

roots level.

He urged every sarpanch

and ward member to regularly

visit government schools in

their respective areas and

monitor student attendance,

teaching standards, cleanli-

ness, drinking water facilities,

and maintenance of toilets.

The Collector also stressed

the need to give special priority

to girls’ education and to con-

duct awareness programmes at

the village level to reduce

school dropout rates.

The Collector called upon

public representatives, par-

ents, and teachers to work in

coordination to strengthen

public confidence in govern-

ment schools. He stated that

societal progress is possible

only through educational devel-

opment and urged everyone to

act responsibly in shaping the

future of students.

He further appealed to all

stakeholders to work towards

increasing student enrollment

in government schools by cre-

ating awareness among par-

ents about the opportunities

and facilities being provided

by the government.

Addressing the gathering,

MLC Kuchukulla Damodar

Reddy said local body repre-

sentatives play a crucial role

in improving educational stan-

dards in rural areas. He

stated that the State Govern-

ment, under the leadership of

Chief Minister Revanth

Reddy, is giving top priority to

education and urged local

representatives to focus on

strengthening government

schools accordingly.

He observed that many

parents in villages are being

financially burdened by the at-

traction of private schools

while unknowingly affecting

their children’s future, and as-

serted that government

schools are capable of provid-

ing quality education. He

stressed the need for

sarpanches to create aware-

ness among parents and

build confidence in govern-

ment schools.

District Education Officer

A. Ramesh Kumar explained

various government schemes

being implemented in the ed-

ucation sector, including free

textbooks, free notebooks,

and two sets of uniforms for

students. He also highlighted

measures being taken for stu-

dent welfare and the district’s

performance in Class 10 ex-

aminations. Discussions were

held on increasing student en-

rollment, implementation of

the mid-day meal scheme,

digital classrooms, and mod-

ernization of schools.

The participating

sarpanches and ward council-

lors assured full cooperation

for the development of

schools in their respective vil-

lages and wards.

Nagarkurnool Municipal

Chairman Teegala Sunendra,

Mandal Education Officer Ku-

rumayya, Sectoral Officers

Kiran Kumar and Venkatesh-

warlu Shetty, along with Man-

dal Education Officers from

various mandals of the con-

stituency, participated in the

programme.

Public Representatives, Women’s Groups Key to Strengthening Government Schools- Awareness Seminar Held in Nagarkurnool
Active Participation of Local Leaders Essential for School Monitoring and Educational Development

Life at 60 Feet – The Perilous Journey of Toddy Tappers
The Skyward Struggle : A Daily Date with Destiny

(Capital Information)
Narayanpet : District Col-

lector C. H. Priyanka

stated that sanitation

and drinking water

should be given top

priority and that mu-

nicipal wards should

be kept clean. As part

of the 99-day action

plan under Praja

Palana Pragathi, on

Wednesday morning

she, along with Mu-

nicipal Chairperson

Konda Swetha Satya

Yadav, inspected the

sanitation special

drive being carried

out in Ward No. 6 of the

district headquarters mu-

nicipality.

On this occasion, the

Collector visited the BC

Colony in the ward and

enquired about the issues

faced by the residents.

She responded positively

to the problems raised by

the ward residents. When

several women requested

toilets, stating that they did

not have access to them,

she directed municipal of-

ficials to send proposals

under the Swachh Bharat

Mission for the construc-

tion of toilets and obtain

approval.

Vice Chairperson Man-

jula, Commissioner

Shankar, engineers, mu-

nicipal staff including san-

itation workers, as well as

officials and staff from the

water supply, electrical,

and engineering depart-

ments participated in the

programme.

(Capital Information)
Asifabad : District Collector

K. Haritha has appreciated

ALIMCO for coming forward

to provide assistive devices to

children with special needs in

the district. She participated

in a distribution programme of

assistive devices for differ-

ently-abled children held at

Zilla Parishad Girls High

School, Asifabad, as part of

the 99-day action plan of the

Praja Palana initiative, along

with Additional District Collec-

tor (Local Bodies) Yuvraj Mar-

mat and District Education

Officer Lalitha.

Speaking on the occasion,

the District Collector said that

ALIMCO’s support in provid-

ing assistive devices to chil-

dren with special needs is

highly commendable. She

stated that during her visit to

the Bhavitha Centre in

Janakapur two months ago,

parents of children brought

the requirement of assistive

devices to her attention. Fol-

lowing this, ALIMCO was ap-

proached, and the

organisation agreed to pro-

vide assistive devices worth

about ₹22 lakh for 184 chil-

dren with special needs.

She emphasized that so-

ciety should not merely show

sympathy towards differently-

abled children but should also

encourage them with confi-

dence to live equally in soci-

ety. She added that

differently-abled individuals

are excelling in various fields.

She advised the children

to make proper use of the as-

sistive devices provided and

to contact ALIMCO in case of

any issues. She further ex-

plained that assistive devices

are being provided to children

suffering from physical and

mental disabilities, hearing im-

pairment, and visual impair-

ment, including wheelchairs,

crutches, tricycles, walkers,

hearing aids, Braille kits, MR

kits, and artificial limbs.

Later, assistive devices

were distributed to children

with special needs.

ALIMCO Commended for Supporting Special Children in Asifabad

(Capital Information)
Peddapalli Bureau : District

Collector Koya Sree Harsha

has directed officials to take all

necessary measures to ensure

the effective implementation of

the PM SETU (Skills Empower-

ment through Technology

Upgradation) scheme within

Peddapalli district. During a re-

view meeting held on Wednes-

day at the Integrated District

Collectorate (IDOC), the Collec-

tor discussed the roadmap for

the project with representatives

from major industries and rele-

vant government departments.

Explaining the scope of the

initiative, Collector Sree Harsha

stated that the Central Govern-

ment introduced the PM SETU

scheme to modernize 1,000

ITIs across the country. The

project follows a unique funding

model where the Central Gov-

ernment contributes 50%, the

State Government provides

33%, and private industries

bear the remaining 17%. The

primary goal is to upgrade ITI

clusters with modern infrastruc-

ture to meet current industrial

demands and bridge the skill

gap among the youth.

The Collector revealed that

over the next five years, ap-

proximately ₹120 crore from the

Center and ₹80 crore from the

State Government would be

spent on the development and

modernization of ITIs within the

Peddapalli cluster. Additionally,

industrial partners are expected

to contribute around ₹40 crore.

Peddapalli has been identified

as one of the key clusters in

Telangana for this scheme,

alongside Hyderabad, Old City,

Patancheru, Medchal, and San-

gareddy.

To facilitate this, the district

administration is currently in

talks with major public sector

undertakings, including Sin-

gareni Collieries Company Lim-

ited (SCCL) and NTPC Limited.

The Collector urged officials

from these organizations to co-

ordinate with their respective

head offices to secure the nec-

essary permissions and funds.

He suggested that these com-

panies could contribute approx-

imately ₹5 crore annually

through their Corporate Social

Responsibility (CSR) and com-

munity development initiatives.

Emphasizing the impact of

the project, the Collector noted

that a Special Purpose Vehicle

(SPV) would be established to

manage the funds and oversee

project execution, with industry

representatives playing an ac-

tive role in management. He

concluded that the modernization

of ITIs is essential to provide local

youth with sustainable employ-

ment opportunities and the cut-

ting-edge skills required by the

modern world. 

The meeting was attended by

CPO Ravinder, officials from

NTPC, and representatives from

Singareni’s RG-1, RG-2, and

RG-3 areas.

Sanitation should be given top 
priority : Collector C. H. Priyanka

Implement PM SETU Scheme Effectively in the District: Collector Koya Sree Harsha
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Life between the
womb and the

tomb is beautifully illumi-
nated in the sacred wis-
dom of the Bhagavad
Gita. The dialogue be-
tween Lord Krishna and
Arjuna is not merely
about a battlefield, but
about the inner battle
every human being faces
between fear and
courage, attachment and
wisdom, ego and truth.

The womb symbol-
izes birth into the material world, while
the tomb represents the end of the
physical body. Between these two lies
the entire journey of human life. Krishna
reminds Arjuna of the eternal truth:

“The soul is neither born, nor does
it ever die.”

The body changes from childhood
to youth to old age, yet the inner aware-
ness remains unchanged. Just as a
person changes clothes, the soul
changes bodies. Death is not the end,
but a transition.

Arjuna’s suffering arose from attach-

ment and confusion.
Likewise, modern life
often traps people in
endless desires, fear of
loss and emotional un-
rest. Krishna teaches
that peace does not
come from external suc-
cess, wealth or praise,
but from inner balance.

One of the Gita’s
greatest teachings is:

“You have the right to
perform your duty, but not to
the fruits of your actions.”

We are called to act sincerely with-
out becoming enslaved by outcomes. A
teacher must teach with dedication, a
doctor must serve with compassion,
and a parent must love without control.

The Gita ultimately teaches that life
is not merely about survival or accumu-
lation, but awakening moving from rest-
lessness to peace and from ego to
surrender.

Between the womb and the tomb,
the soul’s true journey is the realization
of its divine nature. 

God bless us all. - ARPAN.

(Capital information)
Khammam Bureau : A devo-
tional atmosphere prevailed
at Ramanna peta in Kham-
mam city on Wednesday as
the consecration ceremony of
Sri Peddamma Thalli, Pothu-
raju, Simha Vahanam and
Dhwaja sthambham was con-
ducted with grandeur and
spiritual fervour. 

Telangana Revenue,
Housing and Information Min-
ister Ponguleti Srinivasa
Reddy attended the pro-
gramme as the chief guest
and participated in the sacred
rituals amid Vedic chants and
traditional ceremonies.

The Minister received a

grand welcome from priests,
temple committee members
and devotees upon his arrival
at the temple premises. He of-
fered special prayers to the
deities and interacted with
devotees participating in the
celebrations. 

Addressing the gathering,
he said spiritual programmes
strengthen social harmony
and promote peace and posi-
tivity among people.On the oc-
casion, the Minister announced
a contribution of Rs. 50,000 to-
wards the development of the
temple and appreciated the or-
ganisers for conducting the
programme in a disciplined and
devotional manner.

The three-day festivities
concluded with major rituals
including Yantra Sthapana,
Bimba Sthapana, Netron
meelanam and Prana
Pratishtha performed at the
auspicious muhurtham amid
religious fervour.

The celebrations con-
cluded with Poornahuti, distri-
bution of Theertha Prasadam
and a large-scale Annadanam
programme attended by thou-
sands of devotees. Public
representatives, temple com-
mittee members, local lead-
ers and devotees from
Ramannapeta and nearby
areas participated in the
grand spiritual event.

(Capital information)
Mancherial : We will encour-
age those who are deter-
mined to achieve their chosen
goal, said State Minister for
Labor, Employment, Training,
Factories, Mines and Geology
Gaddam Vivekananda. Dis-
trict Collector Kumar Deepak,
Singareni Organization Man-
damarri Area General Manager
Radhakrishna, District Employ-
ment Generation Department
Officer Ravi Krishna, Man-
damarri Mandal Tehsildar
Satish Kumar, and Tomcom Or-
ganization Manager Anil Kumar
attended the program organ-
ized by Tomcom at the Skill De-
velopment Center in
Mandamarri Mandal Center in
the district on Wednesday. 

Speaking on the occasion,
the State Minister said that
good employment opportuni-
ties will be provided abroad to
those with the right education

and skills.  He said that there
are many employment oppor-
tunities abroad and that the
TomCom organization is
doing a good job in teaching
the language of the respective
countries to those who are
properly qualified. He said
that there are many employ-
ment opportunities in coun-
tries like Germany, Japan,
Israel as well as Greece and
Europe, and those countries
are contacting those with
skills and experience. 

He said that those who are
qualified and skilled will have
to work 35 hours a week in
those countries and will get a
salary of about 2 lakh rupees.
He said that he is happy to
start a training center in the
Mandamarri area to provide
employment to the youth in this
regard, and training classes will
be conducted from June 10th
for 4 hours in the morning and

4 hours in the evening. He said
that opportunities are ready for
skilled candidates in many
fields like nursing, plumber,
electrician. 

He said that the govern-
ment will provide 90 crore ru-
pees to the TomCom
organization and take steps to

provide employment to the
unemployed youth. He said
that this program should be
made successful from Man-
damarri and become a model
for the next batch.  He said
that we should move forward
with discipline and persever-
ance, work with sincerity and

earn money, and provide op-
portunities for more people to
develop along with us. 

He said that if we earn and
spend hard, we will be re-
spected and we can take care
of our family properly. He said
that many people are training
through Industrial Training In-

stitute and Singareni institu-
tions, completing apprentice-
ships and gaining experience,
and that they should learn a for-
eign language with concentra-
tion and get the opportunity to
work abroad. 

In this order, training will
be provided to qualified and
interested candidates accord-
ing to the needs of foreign
countries, he said, and the
youth should register their de-
tails and get trained. 

In this order, he explained
that when he talked to our cit-
izens working abroad, they
said that they are happy with
the work they do, the salary
they get, and that they are
taking care of their families
happily. He said that everyone
should move forward with the
idea of   working. 

The District Collector said
that employment with job se-
curity will be provided abroad,

and that workers will get sat-
isfactory employment through
social security and labor laws
in the respective countries.
He said that there will be a 35-
hour work week, and accord-
ing to the rules, those with
skills and experience will be
given first priority.  He said
that the eligible candidates for
the respective countries
should learn the language of
those countries and develop
technical skills. 

He said that a training
center has been set up in
Mandamarri mandal for the
local youth without the need
to go to other places for train-
ing. He said that the eligible
and interested unemployed
youth should take advantage
of this opportunity and get
employment. The concerned
officials and unemployed
youth participated in this pro-
gram.

(Capital information)
Mahabubabad : Minister
Seethakka and Rajya Sabha
Member Vem Narender Reddy
praised Vennam Srikanth
Reddy for his key role in
strengthening development ac-
tivities in the district and con-
tributing to the formation of the
government in the state.They
attended as chief guests at the
programme organized on the
occasion of Srikanth Reddy
taking oath as Chairman of the
District Library Organisation. 

The oath was adminis-
tered by State Library Chair-
man Dr. Riyaz. Speaking on
the occasion, they said that
the Congress government is
recognizing leaders who have

worked tirelessly for the party. 
They appreciated Srikanth

Reddy’s efforts at the grass-
roots level in coordinating
party workers and his signifi-

cant contribution to the party’s
success during elections.
They expressed confidence
that he would work towards
the development of the library

system and provide educa-
tional and knowledge services
to the public.

After assuming charge,
Srikanth Reddy thanked the

party leadership for placing
their trust in him and assured
that he would focus on devel-
oping libraries in the district
and promoting reading habits

among the youth.The event
reflected renewed enthusi-
asm in Manukota. 

Among those present
were MP Balaram Naik, MLA

Murali Naik, DCC President
Uma Murali Naik, State Con-
gress Secretary Jhansi, State
Tourism Corporation Chair-
man Patel Ramesh Reddy,
former DCC President Bharat
Babu, CPI District Secretary
Vijay Saradhi, Ajay Saradhi,
CPM District Secretary Sad-
hula Srinivas, State Women’s
Commission Member Radha,
Municipal Chairman Jyothi,
Market Committee Chairman
Sudhakar, Vice Chairman
Madan Loy, Mandal Congress
President Ram Reddy, District
Library Officer Srilatha, Youth
President Suresh, Balu
Chauhan, Ward Councillor
Aruna, and several other
leaders and representatives.

(Capital information)
hyderabad : Emphasising
the crucial role of chemists
in achieving a “drug-free
Telangana”, Drugs Control
Administration (DCA) Assis-
tant Director Bindu on Mon-
day called upon pharmacy
operators to strictly adhere
to regulations and act re-
sponsibly in preventing mis-
use of medicines.

Speaking at an aware-
ness programme organised
by the Nagole Chemists
and Druggists Association
under the directions of the
DCA, Bindu highlighted that
the state government is tak-
ing stringent measures to
control the spread of nar-
cotic and habit-forming sub-
stances. He stressed that
medical shop owners play a
vital role in safeguarding
youth from falling prey to
drug abuse.

Warning of strict action
against violations, Bindu
said that medicines requir-

ing prescriptions must not
be sold without a valid doc-
tor’s advice under any cir-
cumstances.

Drug Inspector Saritha
underscored the need for
transparency in the storage
and sale of pharmaceuti-
cals and urged chemists to
report any suspicious trans-
actions to authorities with-
out delay.

Medchal Chemists and
Druggists Association pres-

ident Venugopal Sharma
said such awareness pro-
grammes are being con-
ducted to educate chemists
on government guidelines.
He called upon all pharmacy
operators to extend full coop-
eration to the government in
protecting public health and
curbing drug abuse.

Association representa-
tives Tirumal Reddy, Na-
garaju and others were
present at the event.

(special Correspondent)
hyderabad : Dr. Kommu
Venkanna Babu, State Spe-
cial Correspondent of Capital
Information English Daily
and a prominent journalist,
received the Telangana
State Media Accreditation
Card. He formally received
the accreditation card from
Telangana Press Academy
Chairman Srinivas Reddy
during a programme held in
Hyderabad.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Press Academy Chair-
man Srinivas Reddy stated
that journalism acts as a
guiding force for society. He
said the government would
always support journalists
who responsibly highlight
public issues with impartial-
ity. He praised Dr. Kommu
Venkanna Babu for earning
credibility by effectively
bringing rural issues to public
attention and appreciated his
dedicated services. He ex-
pressed hope that Dr.
Venkanna Babu would con-
tinue his journey with the
same commitment and spirit
of service in the future.

Capital Information Chief

Editor Srinivasa Rao said
that Dr. Kommu Venkanna
Babu is a matter of pride for
the organisation. He noted
that through dedication, dis-
cipline, and professional ex-
cellence, Dr. Venkanna Babu
has earned a special identity
in the field of journalism. He
further stated that it was a
proud moment for the organ-
isation that Dr. Venkanna
Babu received the State Ac-
creditation Card for the third
time through their institution.
He described this recognition
as a testament to the serv-
ices rendered by him to-
wards the organisation’s
growth over the past ten

years and his commitment to
journalism. He wished him
greater success in the future.

Press Academy Joint Di-
rector Venkateswara Rao
said that journalists work as
a bridge between the public
and the government. He em-
phasized that the media
plays a crucial role in respon-
sibly conveying develop-
ments in society to the
people. He congratulated Dr.
Kommu Venkanna Babu for
earning recognition as a sin-
cere and committed journal-
ist.

Dr. Kommu Venkanna
Babu said that receiving the
accreditation card from the

hands of the Press Academy
Chairman had increased his
sense of responsibility. He
stated that he would con-
tinue to work tirelessly to up-
hold the values of journalism
while responding more effec-
tively to public issues.

Senior Hyderabad jour-
nalist Nagesh Korra and his
wife, Secretariat journalist
Srikanth, Desk In-charge
Kiran, Nandigama journalist
Surender, several journalists,
media representatives, and
Press Academy officials at-
tended the programme and
conveyed their congratula-
tions to Dr. Kommu
Venkanna Babu.

Dr. Kommu Venkanna Babu Receives State Accreditation Card 
Honoured by Press Academy Chairman Srinivas Reddy

MINISTER PONGULETI ATTENDS TEMPLE FESTIVITIES

Srikanth Reddy Takes Oath as District Library Chairman; Leaders Praise His Role

We will encourage those who are determined to achieve : Minister Gaddam Vivekananda

Harish Rao to Visit US
for Son’s Convocation
at Columbia University

(Capital information)
hyderabad : T. Harish Rao, senior leader of
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) and MLA
from Siddipet, will travel to the United States
to attend his son’s convocation ceremony at
Columbia University.

In a message shared on social media,
Harish Rao described the occasion as a
proud moment for his family and said he
would remain away for a few days to partic-
ipate in the ceremony.

“I will be attending my son’s convocation
ceremony at Columbia University, a proud
moment for our family. I will be away for the
next few days,” he stated.

The announcement drew congratulatory
messages from party workers, supporters
and well-wishers, who extended greetings
to the family on the academic
achievement.

Harish Rao also requested understand-
ing from the public and party cadre regard-
ing his brief absence and said necessary
arrangements would be in place for his offi-
cial and political responsibilities during the
period.

Between the Womb and the Tomb
The Soul’s Journey Toward Awakening

Dr. Nagesh Karra (Life CoaCh)

Chemists key to curbing drug abuse: DCA official


