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(Capital Information) 
Hyderabad : Telangana Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka and Transport and
BC Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar on Thursday visited
the Nizam’s Institute of Medical
Sciences (NIMS) to inquire
about the health condition of
Smt. Vimala, wife of the late rev-
olutionary balladeer and poet
Gaddar.

According to an official
statement, Smt. Vimala was ad-
mitted to the hospital three days
ago with a gallbladder-related
ailment and is scheduled to un-
dergo surgery. 

During their visit, the lead-
ers met NIMS Director Dr.Beer-
appa and reviewed the
treatment being provided. They
conveyed their best wishes for

her speedy recovery.
Family members, including

her son Suryam, were present
at the hospital during the inter-
action.

(Capital Information) 
Hyderabad : Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy on
Thursday reiterated in the Leg-
islative Assembly that the State
Government continues to accord
top priority to education and health-
care, assuring that adequate funds
would be allocated to ensure qual-
ity services for the poor.

Stating that the government
was addressing past shortcom-
ings in a phased manner, the
Chief Minister said there had
been no shortage of funds for
treatment of economically weaker
sections since the present dis-
pensation assumed office. He
added that the State had
recorded its highest-ever expen-
diture on healthcare during this
period.

Presenting data in the House,
Mr. Reddy said that ₹4,500 crore
had been extended as financial

assistance to poor patients over
the past 27 months through the
Rajiv Aarogyasri Scheme, Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund (CMRF),
and Letters of Credit (LOC). Of
this, ₹2,046 crore was disbursed
under CMRF and ₹2,400 crore
under Aarogyasri.

He noted that the average

monthly expenditure under Aaro-
gyasri had increased from ₹52
crore between 2014 and Decem-
ber 6, 2023, to ₹89 crore from
December 7, 2023, to March 25,
2026. The Chief Minister also
pointed out that pending dues of
₹600.27 crore inherited from the
previous government had been

addressed, with ₹2,408.51 crore
cleared to government and pri-
vate hospitals. Coverage under
Aarogyasri had been enhanced
from ₹5 lakh to ₹10 lakh per fam-
ily, he added.

Announcing new initiatives,
Mr. Reddy said the government
would soon launch the Indi-
ramma Family Life Insurance
Scheme, aimed at providing fi-
nancial security to 1.15 crore
families identified through the
SEEEPC survey. He dismissed
reports of denial of treatment
under Aarogyasri as baseless
and highlighted improved trans-
parency in CMRF disbursals
through an online application sys-
tem accessible to public repre-
sentatives.

The Chief Minister also out-
lined measures to strengthen
healthcare infrastructure, includ-
ing the development of super-

specialty facilities at NIMS,
Sanathnagar, Alwal, LB Nagar,
and Warangal TIMS, and con-
struction of a new Osmania Hos-
pital at an estimated cost of
₹3,000 crore. These projects are
expected to add around 10,000
modern beds across the State.

Administrative reforms under
consideration include the separa-
tion of hospital management from
clinical responsibilities, incentives
for experienced doctors, and the
creation of a platform enabling
globally reputed medical profes-
sionals to voluntarily serve poor
patients in government hospitals.

Reaffirming the government’s
long-term vision, Mr. Reddy said
efforts were underway to
strengthen education from the
foundational stage to higher
learning, with the aim of position-
ing Telangana as a model State
in both education and healthcare.

(Capital Information)  
Hyderabad : Telangana
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has directed officials
to realign the Multi-Modal
Transport System (MMTS)
services in Hyderabad with
the needs of daily commuters,
with a focus on increasing train
frequency during peak hours
and improving station facili-
ties to revive suburban rail
ridership.

At a high-level review
meeting, the Chief Minister
expressed concern over
the sharp decline in pas-
senger numbers, which
have reportedly fallen from
about 1.6 lakh commuters
per day in 2019 to nearly
45,000–60,000 at present.
He attributed the drop to ir-
regular train schedules,
competition from the expand-
ing Metro Rail network, and
inadequate amenities at sev-
eral stations, amid rapid ur-
banisation and rising traffic
congestion in the city.

Among the key direc-
tions issued were enhanc-
ing train frequency during
peak hours to better cater to
office-goers, students, and IT
professionals, particularly
along busy corridors. The
Chief Minister also called for
improvements in passenger
amenities, including better

waiting areas, cleanliness,
lighting, signage, and basic
commuter facilities.

Officials have been
asked to undertake a com-
prehensive study on infra-
structure requirements,
operational challenges, and
potential avenues for non-
fare revenue to improve the
system’s sustainability and
commuter appeal. Mr.
Reddy also emphasised
the need for stronger inte-
gration of MMTS with Metro
Rail, TSRTC bus services,
and other modes of trans-

port as part of the State’s
broader vision for seamless
multi-modal mobility.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of a robust suburban
rail network, the Chief Min-
ister said strengthening
MMTS would help decon-
gest city roads, reduce
travel time, and support Hy-
derabad’s growth. He di-
rected officials to
coordinate with South Cen-
tral Railway and other
stakeholders to implement
the proposed measures at
the earliest.
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(Capital Information)
Hyderabad : The Telangana
government will roll out the Inte-
grated ‘Bhu Bharati’ Portal, a
unified digital land records man-
agement system, on a pilot basis
in five mandals across the State
from April 2, Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy an-
nounced on Thursday.

The decision was taken at a
high-level review meeting held
at the Secretariat with senior of-
ficials from the Revenue, Sur-
vey, and Stamps & Registration
departments, along with repre-
sentatives of the National Infor-
matics Centre (NIC). The portal
has been developed under the
guidance of Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy to provide trans-
parent, citizen-friendly, and dis-
pute-free land administration.

The pilot phase will be imple-
mented in Kosgi (Narayanpet
district), Amangal (Ranga Reddy
district), Vatpally (Sangareddy

district), Kusumanchi (Kham-
mam district), and Aswaraopeta
(Bhadradri Kothagudem district).
As part of the rollout, survey
maps will be mandatorily at-
tached during the registration of
agricultural lands, in line with
provisions of the Bhu Bharati
Act. Each survey number will
also be assigned a unique
‘Bhudhaar’ identification number
to facilitate easier tracking and
management of land parcels.

Officials said re-surveys had

already been completed in vil-
lages lacking proper maps, with
Bhudhaar numbers allotted on a
pilot basis. The new system
seeks to address limitations expe-
rienced in the earlier Dharani por-
tal by consolidating services into a
single-window digital platform. 

The portal will enable citi-
zens to access Records of
Rights (ROR), survey and vil-
lage maps, mutation status, En-
cumbrance Certificates, market
values, registration documents,

and application tracking using
an Aadhaar-linked mobile login.
Additional features include ded-
icated modules for surveys, cor-
rections, appeals, registration
services, and a ‘MyLand’ dash-
board, along with real-time SMS
alerts at each stage of service
delivery.

Mr. Srinivas Reddy said the
Dharani system previously oper-
ated through 36 separate mod-
ules, whereas Bhu Bharati
integrates all services into a
more efficient and user-friendly
structure, particularly benefiting
farmers and landowners.

The pilot implementation will
be closely monitored, with im-
provements incorporated before
the system is expanded across
the State. The meeting was at-
tended by Revenue Secretary
D.S. Lokesh Kumar, Inspector
General of Stamps & Registra-
tion Rajeev Gandhi Hanuman-
thu, and other senior officials.

Israel Says IRGC Naval Commander
Killed in Overnight Strike in Iran

(Capital Information)
Jerusalem : Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu on Thursday announced that the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) had carried out a targeted
overnight operation in Bandar Abbas, a major port

city in southern Iran,
killing Alireza Tangsiri,
commander of the
naval wing of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC),
along with other senior
officials.

In a statement is-
sued by the Prime

Minister’s Office, Mr. Netanyahu said the operation
was part of Israel’s ongoing campaign against in-
dividuals it accuses of posing threats to regional
stability and international shipping. He alleged that
Tangsiri bore responsibility for actions that con-
tributed to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical maritime route through which a significant
share of global oil supplies is transported.

Israel’s Defence Minister Israel Katz described
the strike as “precise and lethal,” adding that the
targeted commander had played a key role in ac-
tivities affecting maritime security in the region.
The development comes amid heightened ten-
sions in West Asia and concerns over disruptions
to global trade and energy markets.

Iran had not issued any immediate official con-
firmation or response regarding the reported strike
at the time of the announcement.

Israeli authorities said the operation under-
scored their commitment to countering perceived
threats to freedom of navigation and to protecting
global energy security. The government also called
on the international community to support efforts
aimed at restoring stability in the region and ensur-
ing the reopening of key shipping routes.

(Capital Information)
Washington, d.C.:  U.S. Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump has said
that Iran permitted the passage
of around 10 oil tankers through
the Strait of Hormuz in recent
days, describing the move as a
“present” amid ongoing indirect
talks to ease regional tensions.

Mr. Trump said the transit of
several large oil tankers earlier this
week was a positive indication of
Iran’s willingness to engage in ne-
gotiations, linking the development
to his remarks about receiving
something of significant value re-
lated to energy shipments through
the strategic waterway.

The limited tanker movement
comes against the backdrop of
the 2026 Strait of Hormuz crisis,
triggered by military strikes on
Iranian targets in late February.
Subsequent warnings and at-
tacks on commercial vessels led
to a sharp decline in maritime

traffic through the strait, a crucial
route for global oil and liquefied
natural gas supplies.

Recent maritime data indi-
cates that tanker traffic remains
significantly below normal levels,
with only a small number of ves-
sels transiting in recent days.
U.S. officials have described the
selective passages as a possible
early sign of de-escalation, while
reiterating the importance of
maintaining the free flow of en-
ergy shipments.

Iran has maintained that the

strait remains open primarily to
“non-hostile” vessels, and there
has been no independent confir-
mation from Iranian authorities
regarding the characterisation of
the tanker movements as a good-
will gesture.

Analysts note that the limited
transits do not signal a full restora-
tion of normal shipping operations,
and oil prices continue to reflect
uncertainty surrounding the situa-
tion. Further developments are ex-
pected as diplomatic efforts and
maritime conditions evolve.

Telangana Sanctions Rs. 351 Crore for Phase-I 
Redevelopment of Bhadrachalam Temple

(Capital Information) 
Hyderabad : The Telangana government has sanctioned ₹351
crore for the Phase-I redevelopment and rejuvenation of the his-
toric Sree Seetha Ramachandraswamy Vari Devasthanam at
Bhadrachalam in Bhadradri Kothagudem district, marking a major
step towards the comprehensive development of the revered tem-
ple and its surrounding township.

According to official
orders issued on Thurs-
day, the redevelopment
will be undertaken as
part of a detailed Master
Plan approved for the
temple complex and the
town, to be imple-
mented in three phases.
Authorities said the proj-
ect would strictly adhere
to the principles of
Agama Shastras, ensur-
ing the preservation of
traditional temple archi-
tecture, rituals, and
sanctity while integrat-
ing modern infrastruc-
ture and amenities.

The initiative aims to
enhance facilities for millions of devotees who visit the shrine each
year, improve civic infrastructure, sanitation, and accessibility in
Bhadrachalam town, and strengthen tourism potential and local
economic activity in the region.

Officials stated that the decision reflects the government’s com-
mitment to the holistic development of heritage and religious sites
in the State. The project is expected to commence shortly under
the supervision of the concerned departments following the com-
pletion of procedural formalities.

Education, Healthcare Remain Government’s Top Priorities, Says Revanth Reddy

Donation of Rs. 1 Crore to TTD
Sri Venkateswara Pranadana Trust

(Capital Information)
Tirumala : The Chennai Shopping Mall MD Marri Venkata Reddy, on
behalf of Marri Retail Limited, donated ₹1 crore to TTD Sri
Venkateswara Pranadana Trust on Thursday.

The donation cheque was handed over to TTD Chairman B.R.
Naidu at the Chairman's Camp Office in Tirumala. On this occasion,
Chairman appreciated the donor for the generous contribution.

(Capital Information)
serilingampally : The Commis-
sioner of the Cyberabad Munic-
ipal Corporation, Srijana,
reviewed ongoing Engineering
and Urban Biodiversity (UBD)
works at Serilingampally along
with Zonal Commis-
sioners, Deputy
Commiss ioners ,
and officials from
Town Planning, En-
gineering, and UBD
departments.

During the re-
view, key infrastruc-
ture and
maintenance works
were assessed, in-
cluding C&D waste manage-
ment, BT and CC road works,
storm water drains, nala desilt-
ing, construction of foot over
bridges, compound walls, and

junction improvements.
As part of efforts to enhance

urban cleanliness, a mega drive
titled “Cyberabad Clean Sweep”
will be conducted on March 28
(Saturday) across a 22-kilome-
tre stretch from Patancheru to

Manikonda, between 6 AM and
6 PM.

The stretch has been di-
vided into multiple segments,
with dedicated teams and offi-

cials assigned for effective im-
plementation. The drive will
focus on comprehensive clean-
ing of roads and footpaths, re-
moval of debris and
construction waste, clearance of
unauthorized flexis and ban-

ners, as well as divider
cleaning. Necessary
arrangements have
been made for waste
transportation and
water support.

Officials have also
appealed to citizens
and volunteers to ac-
tively participate in the
initiative.

Commissioner Sri-
jana stated that similar cleanli-
ness drives will be carried out
across Cyberabad in the com-
ing days to further improve san-
itation and urban infrastructure.

Mega ‘Cyberabad Clean Sweep’ Drive on March 28

Revanth Reddy Calls for Revamp of MMTS Services to Boost Suburban Rail Usage Dy CM, Minister Visit NIMS to Inquire About Gaddar’s Wife’s Health

Telangana to Launch ‘Bhu Bharati’ Digital Land Portal on Pilot Basis from April 2Trump Says Iran Allowed Passage of Around 
10 Oil Tankers Through Strait of Hormuz
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(Capital Information)
Ontimita/Tirumala : In view

of the upcoming annual Brah-

motsavams at the sacred

shrine of Sri Kodandarama

Swamy in Vontimitta, TTD has

executed grand electrical dec-

orations. The temple precincts

are bathed in moonlight-like il-

lumination, offering a divine ex-

perience and spreading

spiritual joy among devotees.

The interior and exterior of

the temple, TTD buildings,

Vahana Mandapam, the tem-

ple garden, major junctions,

and the entire stretch from

Vontimitta to Madhavaram

have been beautifully deco-

rated with lights. The four

Mada streets, Pushkarini,

parking areas, and the

Kalyanavedika are glowing

with silver hues at night,

adding unprecedented splen-

dor to the festival.

Divine Illumination and
Thematic Displays

Over 30 large replicas of

deities, 70 special design

boards, and numerous mag-

nificent illumination boards

have been installed. High-

lights include glowing depic-

tions of Sri Rama

Pattabhishekam, Sri Rama

Kalyanam, Ayodhya Rama,

Rama Banam, the Lord on

Gaja and Garuda Vahanams,

Sri Padmanabha Swamy, a

3D form of the Goddess, Sri

Rama with Shabari, Dasha-

vatarams, and Ashta Laksh-

mis. The entire area is

powered by 20,000 serial

lights, 10,000 floodlights, 500

multicolored lights, and 40

generators to ensure uninter-

rupted brilliance.

Kalyanavedika as a Special
Attraction

For the Sri Sitarama

Kalyanam scheduled on April

1, thousands of devotees are

expected to attend. To facili-

tate easy viewing, 24 LED

video display boards are

being set up around the

Kalyanavedika, parking

zones, and temple premises.

These screens will allow

devotees to witness the ce-

lestial wedding of Sri

Sitarama from any location

within the vicinity.

(Capital Information)
Nalgonda : A. Satish Kumar

has been elected as the

President of the Nalgonda

Bar Association. The elec-

tions were held on Thursday

at the Bar Association office

located in the District Court

premises in Nalgonda.

In the presidential race, A.

Satish Kumar secured 234

votes, while his opponent Dar-

shanam Narasimha received

53 votes, resulting in a clear

victory for Satish Kumar.

The following members

were also elected unani-

mously to various posts:

Vice President-I: L. Pajjuri

Swamy Goud

Vice President-II: A.

Sandhya Rani

General Secretary: Ashok

Kumar Bachanavoyina

Joint Secretary: Amara-

vathi

Treasurer: Feroz MD

Sports Secretary:

Prasanna Kumar Naraboyina

Library Secretary: Palle-

boyina Ramakrishna

Women Representative:

Adama Suma Sri

Executive Committee

(EC) Members:

1. Miriyala Bhagyamma

2. Geetha Duvva

3. Krithik Pulijala

4. Nagesh Kumar

5. Medi Pragathi

6. J. Ramulu

7. Pandula Saidulu

8. G. Venkat Reddy

The election results were

officially announced by the

election officers A. Venkat

Reddy (Assistant Election

Officer), B. Ravi (Assistant

Election Officer), and Syed

Jameel (Election Officer).

Certificates were later pre-

sented to the winners.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, newly elected President

A. Satish Kumar said he

would work for the welfare of

advocates and ensure full

support to all members. He

also expressed his gratitude

to everyone who supported

and voted for him and his

panel.

Several advocates, in-

cluding T. Kiran Kumar, S.V.

Ramana Swamy, Nampally

Narasimha, G. Kishore

Kumar, T. Kishore Kumar, G.

Johar Lal, Srinivas Reddy,

Syed Afroz, Nampally

Bhagya, Shivalingam Yadav,

and others, were present at

the event.

(Capital Information)  
Mahabubnagar : District

Collector Khushboo Gupta

has directed officials to gear

up in advance for the

Yasangi 2025–26 paddy pro-

curement season and ensure

seamless operations through

coordinated efforts across all

departments.

Chairing a preparatory

meeting at the Collectorate

VC Conference Hall with offi-

cials from Agriculture, Civil

Supplies, Marketing, DRDA,

Cooperative, Police, Trans-

port, and Legal Metrology

departments, the Collector

emphasized the need for

meticulous planning and

inter-departmental coordina-

tion to avoid disruptions dur-

ing procurement.

She instructed officials to

ensure that all basic infra-

structure is in place at pro-

curement centres, including

tarpaulins, moisture meters,

weighing machines, paddy

cleaners, dryers, and

calipers. Farmers should be

provided with all necessary

facilities at the centres, she

added.

According to officials,

paddy cultivation has been

taken up in about 2.01 lakh

acres during the current

Yasangi season, with an es-

timated production of 5.10

lakh metric tonnes. Of this,

nearly 2.50 lakh metric

tonnes are expected to arrive

at government procurement

centres.

The Collector said that

around 190 procurement

centres will be set up across

the district through IKP, Pri-

mary Agricultural Coopera-

tive Societies, DCMs, and

HACA. She directed depart-

ments concerned, including

Civil Supplies, Cooperatives,

DRDO, and Marketing, to re-

main fully prepared.

Procurement operations

are expected to begin from

the third week of April, while

the centres should be read-

ied by the second week. Agri-

culture Extension Officers

were asked to ensure that

only FAQ-standard paddy

with prescribed moisture

content is procured.

Gupta also stressed the

importance of farmer aware-

ness, directing officials to ed-

ucate farmers and harvester

operators to harvest only

fully matured paddy. She in-

structed that allocation to rice

mills, transportation, and re-

lated arrangements should

strictly follow norms.

Warning against setting

up procurement centres in

low-lying areas, she also di-

rected Legal Metrology offi-

cials to complete stamping of

weighing machines and

weighbridges in advance.

The Police department was

asked to establish check-

posts at inter-district borders

to prevent irregularities.

Additional Collector (Rev-

enue) J.L.B. Haripriya, Addi-

tional SP N.B. Ratnam,

District Civil Supplies Officer

Gampa Srinivas, and other

senior officials attended the

meeting.

(Capital Information)  
Hyderabad : With the onset

of the monsoon season ap-

proaching, the Hyderabad

City Police and the Greater

Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-

ration (GHMC) have decided to

work in close coordination to

implement preventive meas-

ures aimed at minimising in-

convenience to residents.

A convergence meeting

chaired by Hyderabad Police

Commissioner V. C. Sajjanar,

IPS, and GHMC Commis-

sioner R. V. Karnan, IAS, was

held on Thursday at the Old

Police Commissionerate Of-

fice in Basheerbagh to review

preparedness and outline pri-

ority actions.

Officials directed field staff

to begin desilting of drainage

systems and repair of pipelines

immediately, rather than wait-

ing for rainfall to commence.

They also instructed that work

should start on a war footing at

the top 10 identified waterlog-

ging points in the city to ensure

long-term solutions.

Public safety measures

discussed included securely

covering open manholes, en-

suring proper functioning of

streetlights, and installing new

lighting where required. Au-

thorities were also asked to

prepare a comprehensive

plan to remove encroach-

ments on footpaths, improv-

ing accessibility for

pedestrians.

To reduce the risk of road

accidents, officials empha-

sised the need to rectify engi-

neering defects on roads and

to take continuous steps to

prevent traffic congestion

near ongoing flyover and un-

derpass construction sites.

Mr. Karnan said the pri-

mary responsibility of officials

was to prevent loss of life and

property during the monsoon,

adding that GHMC would

work closely with the police to

strengthen urban infrastruc-

ture. He announced that ₹25

crore would be allocated for

each GHMC zone, amounting

to a total of ₹150 crore,

specifically for traffic improve-

ment works.

Mr. Sajjanar noted that

convergence meetings en-

able faster resolution of

ground-level civic and traffic is-

sues, stressing that traffic reg-

ulation and pedestrian safety

must remain top priorities.

The meeting was at-

tended by Joint Commis-

sioner of Police (Traffic) Joel

Davis, IPS, DCPs Avinash

Kumar and Kajal, GHMC

Zonal Commissioners and

senior engineering and plan-

ning officials, among others.

Police, GHMC Hold Coordination Meet to Step Up Monsoon Preparedness in Hyderabad

(Capital Information) 
Hyderabad : Telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy has directed officials

to prepare a detailed plan to

expand the State’s 60 Praja

Vani grievance redressal

programme to the Revenue

Division level, in a move

aimed at strengthening de-

centralised and people-cen-

tric governance.The directive

was issued during a meeting

held in the Legislative Coun-

cil Hall with a delegation of

civil society representatives

led by social activist and RTI

campaigner Nikhil Dey. 

The delegation appreci-

ated the government’s initia-

tives in resolving public

grievances and implement-

ing welfare-oriented policies.

Currently, Praja Vani op-

erates at the State level

through an online portal and

physical hearings at Praja

Bhavan. The Chief Minister

emphasised the need to

make the programme more

accessible by decentralising

it to revenue divisions, build-

ing on the experience of a

pilot initiative in Adilabad dis-

trict in 2025, which report-

edly resolved more than half

of the grievances received

through local facilitation cen-

tres and public hearings.

Officials have been asked

to frame standard operating

procedures, timelines, and co-

ordination mechanisms with

district administrations to en-

sure faster resolution of public

complaints.

The Chief Minister also

instructed the Information

Technology Department to

develop a ‘Praja Suchana

Portal’, a single-window dig-

ital platform to provide com-

prehensive information on

government welfare

schemes. The portal will en-

able citizens to access

scheme details, eligibility cri-

teria, beneficiary lists, and

implementation status, facili-

tating transparency and so-

cial audit.

The proposed platform is

expected to consolidate in-

formation on major pro-

grammes across

departments, allowing citi-

zens to track benefits and

entitlements more effectively.

A committee headed by

Chief Secretary K. Ramakr-

ishna Rao am I had earlier

been tasked with opera-

tionalising the initiative.

During the meeting, Mr.

Dey also welcomed the pro-

posed Telangana Platform-

Based Gig Workers

(Registration, Social Security

and Welfare) Bill, 2026, de-

scribing it as a significant

step towards ensuring social

security and protection for

gig workers.

The Chief Minister said

the measures were in line

with the government’s vision

of ”Praja Palana”, aimed at

improving responsiveness,

accountability, and technol-

ogy-driven governance. The

meeting was attended by

Planning Commission Vice-

Chairman G. Chinna Reddy,

senior officials, and repre-

sentatives of civil society or-

ganisations.

(Special Correspondent)
Shadnagar : All arrange-

ments have been completed

for the Sri Sita Rama Kalyana

Mahotsavam to be held on

the occasion of Sri Ra-

manavami at the Shiva tem-

ple premises in Saibaba

Colony, Ward No. 6, under

Shadnagar Municipality, in-

formed Colony Development

Committee President Manga

Shankar (ASSG) in a state-

ment.

The Kalyana Mahotsavam

has been a long-standing tra-

dition, celebrated every year

under the aegis of the Colony

Development Committee.

This year too, elaborate

arrangements have been

made to conduct the event in

a grand manner under the

leadership of President

Manga Shankar (ASSG),

along with Committee Secre-

tary Bobbiligama Srinivasulu.

As part of the celebrations

to be held on Friday, an An-

nadanam (free food distribu-

tion) program has also been

organized for devotees. The

committee members ap-

pealed to devotees to attend

in large numbers, witness the

Kalyana Mahotsavam, and

partake in the prasadam and

meals.

President Manga Shankar

further stated that the event is

being closely supervised by

Coordinator Dr. Kommu

Venkanna Babu, who has

taken special care in oversee-

ing the arrangements.

The committee members

extended an open invitation to

all, requesting everyone to

participate and contribute to

the grand success of the Ma-

hotsavam.

Illegal soil movement in Mandala
Centre : Two tractors impounded

(Capital Information)
Raghunath Palli : On Thursday, the police caught two tractors

that were illegally moving soil in the mandal center.  According to

the police report, after receiving information that illegal soil move-

ment was going on in the area of   the mandal center, head con-

stables CH.  Kumaraswamy, P.  Srinivas immediately reached the

spot. 

The tractors belonging to Meenish and Perni Anil, who were

moving the soil, were seized and panchnama was conducted.

Subsequently, the case was registered as per the petition received

by Sub Inspector D.  Naresh Yadav said in a statement.  The SI

has warned that the investigation into the smuggling is continuing

and strict action will be taken if the rules are violated.

(Capital Information) 
Hyderabad : The Hyderabad

Disaster Response and

Asset Protection Agency

(HYDRA) has executed a

massive anti-encroachment

drive in Patighanapur,

Patancheru Mandal of San-

gareddy district. In a swift op-

eration spanning just 48

hours, officials reclaimed a

total of 47,840 square yards

of land (approximately 10

acres) originally designated

for public parks, roads, and

utilities. 

The Complaint and Rapid
Action 

The operation was trig-

gered by a formal complaint

lodged during the ‘Prajavani’

program on Monday. Demon-

strating remarkable effi-

ciency, HYDRA officials

conducted a thorough field

inspection on Wednesday to

verify the claims. By Thurs-

day morning, heavy machin-

ery was deployed to the site

to begin the removal of unau-

thorized structures. 

The Fraud: From Residen-
tial Layout to 'Agricultural'
Land 

The investigation re-

vealed a long-standing land

fraud involving the Anand

Nagar Colony, a residential

layout spread across 92

acres that was originally es-

tablished in 1980 with 1,109

plots. 

According to officials, the

encroachers had illegally por-

trayed this developed layout

as "agricultural land" in more

recent years to generate fake

passbooks. This manipula-

tion allowed them to sell off

public spaces—specifically

lands earmarked for parks

and community roads—to

unsuspecting buyers and pri-

vate parties.

 Demolitions and Recovery 
During the drive, HYDRA

teams demolished: 

Extensive compound

walls built with pre-cast

bricks. 

Several illegal sheds and

temporary structures erected

on public land. 

Encroachments blocking

established community road-

ways. 

Following the clearances,

HYDRA officials immediately

moved to secure the re-

claimed land. Official HYDRA

notice boards have been in-

stalled at the site to desig-

nate the areas as public

parks and government prop-

erty. Boundaries for the

roads have been re-estab-

lished, and fencing has been

erected around the park

areas to prevent further tres-

passing or illegal construc-

tion. 

Restoring Community As-
sets 

This operation is part of

HYDRA's ongoing mission to

protect public assets and

urban layouts from the land

mafia. By reclaiming nearly

48,000 yards of land, the

agency has restored vital

lung spaces and infrastruc-

ture for the residents of

Anand Nagar Colony, ensur-

ing that the original 1980 lay-

out plan is finally respected.

Praja Vani to Be Expanded to Revenue Divisions; ‘Praja Suchana Portal’ PlannedGrand Arrangements and Dazzling Lights
at Vontimitta for Brahmotsavams

A. Satish Kumar Elected as Nalgonda Bar Association President Arrangements Completed for Sri Sita Rama
Kalyana Mahotsavam in Saibaba Colony
Grand celebrations with Annadanam planned – says President Manga Shankar (ASSG)

Massive HYDRA Operation in Sangareddy: 10-Acre Encroachment Cleared in Just 48 Hours 
Following a ‘Prajavani’ complaint, authorities liberate park lands and roadways in 

Anand Nagar Colony after a 1980s layout was illegally converted into agricultural plots

Prepare Early for Yasangi Paddy 
Procurement: Collector Khushboo Gupta
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(capital Information) 
Hyderabad :  In a joint op-
eration to curb food adulter-
ation, sleuths of the
Hyderabad Commis-
sioner’s Task Force along
with officials from the
Greater Hyderabad Munic-
ipal Corporation (GHMC)
Food Safety Wing raided
an illegal ice cream manu-
facturing unit at Bapuji
Nagar in Musheerabad on
Thursday.

Police said the raid led
to the arrest of Pattala
Ashok, who was allegedly
operating the unit under the
name Blue Bells Ice Cream
without a valid licence. Pre-
liminary investigations re-
vealed that the factory was
using expired ingredients
and synthetic food colours,
and producing ice creams
under unhygienic condi-
tions before supplying them

to local markets.
During the operation, of-

ficials seized large quanti-
ties of finished ice creams
in multiple flavours, along
with expired flavouring
agents bearing expiry dates
between November 2025
and February 2026. The
total value of the seized
material was estimated at
₹1.75 lakh.

A case has been regis-
tered at Musheerabad Po-
lice Station (Case No.
118/2026) under relevant

provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). The
accused and the seized
items have been handed
over to the police for further
investigation.

Authorities said the raid
was part of ongoing efforts
by the city police and
GHMC to check food adul-
teration and safeguard pub-
lic health. Citizens have
been advised to remain vig-
ilant and purchase food
products only from licensed
and verified vendors.

CBIT Student Secures Top Ranks in GATE 2026
(capital Information) 

Hyderabad : K. V. Bharadwaj Karthik, a final-year student of

Electrical and Electronics Engineering (EEE) at Chaitanya

Bharathi Institute of Technology (CBIT), Hyderabad, has se-

cured an All India Rank (AIR) of 871 in the Electrical Engineer-

ing stream of GATE 2026.

In addition to this achievement, he also appeared for the

Instrumentation Engineering paper in GATE 2026 and secured

an impressive All India Rank (AIR) of 197.

His accomplishments reflect dedication, consistent effort, and

a strong academic foundation in core engineering subjects.

The Principal of CBIT, Prof. C. V. Narasimhulu, and the

Head of the Department of EEE, Prof. Bala Subba Reddy, con-

gratulated Bharadwaj Karthik on his remarkable performance

and wished him continued success in his future academic and

professional pursuits.

Dr. T. Murali Krishna, Dr. T. Sudhakar Babu, D. Harsha, Dr.

P. V. R. Ravinder Reddy (Director – Administration), and Dr. K.

Krishnaveni (Vice Principal & Director – Academics) also ex-

tended their congratulations and best wishes.

The management and faculty members appreciated his

hard work and noted that such achievements bring pride to the

institution and inspire fellow students to strive for excellence.

(capital Information) 
Hyderabad :  The Indian In-

stitute of Technology Hyder-

abad (IIT Hyderabad) has

secured the 664th position

globally in the QS World Uni-

versity Rankings 2026, mark-

ing an improvement from its

earlier 681–690 band in

2025, according to official in-

formation released on Thurs-

day.

The institute registered

notable progress in key per-

formance indicators such as

research impact, academic

reputation, and citations per

faculty. Its score for citations

per faculty rose to 84 in 2026

from 71.1 in the previous

year, placing the institution

among the top 10 per cent

worldwide on this parameter.

In the QS Subject Rank-

ings 2026 for Engineering

and Technology, IIT Hyder-

abad also recorded a signifi-

cant improvement, reaching

395th position globally, with

six engineering disciplines

featuring in the global top

300. Officials said the gains

reflect sustained emphasis

on interdisciplinary research,

innovation, and industry col-

laboration.

The development comes

amid a stronger global pres-

ence for Indian higher educa-

tion institutions. A total of 54

universities from India fea-

tured in the latest rankings,

making the country the fourth

most represented globally,

while eight Indian institutions

secured positions within the

top 300.

Among Indian institutions,

the Indian Institute of Tech-

nology Delhi emerged as the

highest-ranked at =123 glob-

ally, followed by IIT Bombay

(129), IIT Madras (180), IIT

Kharagpur (215), and the In-

dian Institute of Science,

Bengaluru (219).

Globally, the rankings

continued to be led by the

Massachusetts Institute of

Technology (MIT), followed

by Imperial College London,

*Stanford University, the Uni-

versity of Oxford, and Har-

vard University.

Reacting to the improved

performance, IIT Hyderabad

leadership said the upward

trajectory in the rankings re-

flects the institute’s commit-

ment to high-impact

research, innovation-driven

learning, and talent develop-

ment aligned with national

and global priorities.

Established in 2008 at

Sangareddy in Telangana, IIT

Hyderabad offers undergrad-

uate, postgraduate, and doc-

toral programmes across

engineering, sciences, de-

sign, and liberal arts, and has

been steadily expanding its

global academic footprint.

with low cost high publicity
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(capital Information)
Wanaparthy : Wanaparthy

MLA Thudi Megha Reddy

has requested State Trans-

port Minister Ponnam Prab-

hakar to allocate 20 new RTC

buses to the Wanaparthy

RTC depot in order to provide

bus connectivity to every vil-

lage within the Wanaparthy

constituency.

On Thursday, a special

meeting was held in Assem-

bly Hall 1 under the chair-

manship of State Road

Transport Minister Ponnam

Prabhakar, attended by sev-

eral MLAs, RTC manage-

ment representatives, and

officials.

Speaking on this occa-

sion, MLA Megha Reddy re-

quested the RTC depot

management to cooperate

with road widening efforts by

facilitating the relocation of

small business establish-

ments—currently abutting the

depot walls along the road

leading to the bus stand—to

a set-back position. He an-

nounced that a new bus

depot would be constructed

on a 20-acre site in the

Wanaparthy district head-

quarters. 

The MLA further stated

that development works

aimed at urban improvement

would be undertaken at the

site of the existing old depot.

He reiterated his request to

the Minister to sanction the

20 new buses for the Wana-

parthy depot. 

Additionally, the MLA pro-

posed the introduction of two

mini-buses (similar to city

buses) within Wanaparthy

town, noting that this would

be immensely beneficial to

students, merchants, and

employees in the area. He

confirmed that RTC bus con-

nectivity has been estab-

lished from all villages in the

Wanaparthy constituency to

their respective Mandal

headquarters—specifically

mentioning the route from

Pebberu to Kollapur via Ya-

parla Gummadam.  

The MLA requested the

provision of bus services—

both in the morning and

evening—connecting Gum-

madam Thanda and Chinna

Gummadam. He also re-

quested the introduction of

four additional bus trips from

Wanaparthy to Mahabubna-

gar via Manajipet. 

Furthermore, he called for

the establishment of a shuttle

bus service between Wana-

parthy and the Peddaman-

dadi mandal headquarters,

ensuring it operates for ten

trips daily. The MLA urged for

the immediate commence-

ment of construction work for

the new Wanaparthy District

Road Transport Office (RTO)

building at the site allocated

near Appayyapally. 

Similarly, regarding the

construction of CC beds at the

RTC bus stands in the towns of

Wanaparthy and Pebbair, the

MLA noted that ₹2.50 crores

have already been sanctioned

for the Wanaparthy bus stand,

and ₹1.20 crores for the con-

struction of the CC bed at the

Pebbair bus stand; he re-

quested that measures be

taken to initiate these works

immediately.

RTC Bus Connectivity Linking Every Village to Its Respective Mandal Headquarters

MLA Megha Reddy Participates in a Special Meeting with Transport Minister Ponnam Prabhakar

Adulterated Ice Cream Unit Busted in Musheerabad; Owner Arrested

IIT Hyderabad Improves Global Rank to 664 in QS World University Rankings 2026

Janardhan Reddy as President of the Bar Association
(capital information)

Medak : Kolukuru Janardhan Reddy was elected as the Pres-

ident of Medak District Bar Association. Janardhan Reddy and

Markanti Ramulu contested for the post of president. The win-

ner Janardhan Reddy got 71 votes while Markanti Ram got 14.

Janardhan Reddy won with a huge majority of 57 votes. Vice

President Shobhan Goud, Secretary Sripathi Rao, Assistant

Secretary Venugopala Chari, Treasurer Narsimlu, Library Sec-

retary Dharawat Ramesh, Court Secretary Ravi Goud, Execu-

tive Committee Members Mamata, Manjula, Hari Hussain,

KNN Duttu, Prashant was elected. These elections were held

under the leadership of Siriga Prabhakar.

THERE IS NO
SHORTAGE
OF PETROL
AND DIESEL

IN THE  
DISTRICT : SP
D.V. SRINIVASA RAO

(capital information)
Medak : Medsk District

SP DV. Srinivasa Rao said

that there is no shortage

of petrol and diesel. He

said that due to false ru-

mors circulating on social

media, people are getting

unnecessarily worried and

are trying to fill up fuel at a

large number of petrol sta-

tions at once. 

He said that sufficient

fuel reserves are available

in all the petrol stations in

the district. The supply is

said to be continuous. 

He urged people not to

trust unconfirmed informa-

tion on social media and

act responsibly by not

sending it to others. 

He said that people

should use fuel according

to their needs. It is ad-

vised not to get any kind of

panic. 

District SP warned that

legal action will be taken

against those who spread

rumors and create fear

among the people.

(capital Information) 
Mahabubnagar : In a

major initiative aimed at

promoting self-employment

and economic empower-

ment among Scheduled

Caste (SC) youth, the Dis-

trict Collector and Chair-

man of the SC Corporation,

Mahabubnagar, has an-

nounced a series of subsi-

dized schemes under the

SC Action Plan 2025–26.

According to an official

press release, the District

Scheduled Castes Service

Cooperative Development

Society Limited is inviting

online applications from el-

igible candidates for vari-

ous income-generating

units. The schemes include

electric two-wheelers cost-

ing up to ₹1 lakh with a

90% subsidy, electric three-

wheeler autos (passen-

ger/goods) worth ₹3 lakh

with a 70% subsidy, and

solar universal pump con-

trol systems and allied agri-

cultural units ranging from

₹3 lakh to ₹7 lakh, with sub-

sidies up to 60% for units

costing up to ₹5 lakh.

The initiative also cov-

ers activities related to agri-

culture, animal husbandry,

sericulture, horticulture,

minor irrigation, and rural

electrification.Applicants

aged between 21 and 50

years are eligible for self-

employment schemes,

while those aged 21 to 60

years can apply for agricul-

ture and allied sectors, pro-

vided they own land. The

annual income of appli-

cants should not exceed

₹1.5 lakh in rural areas and

₹2 lakh in urban areas.

Eligible candidates

must belong to Below

Poverty Line (BPL) families

and possess valid caste

and income certificates is-

sued within the last year,

Aadhaar card, Food Secu-

rity Card, and driving li-

cense where applicable.

Applications can be

submitted online through

the TGOBMMS portal from

March 26 to April 2, 2026.

Applicants are also re-

quired to submit two sets of

supporting documents at

the SC Corporation office

located in the Integrated

District Offices Complex

(IDOC), Mahabubnagar.

Officials urged eligible

SC youth to take advantage

of the schemes to enhance

their livelihood opportuni-

ties and achieve financial

stability. For further details,

applicants can contact the

helpline number provided

by the authorities.

Subsidy Schemes Announced for SC Youth in Mahabubnagar
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ditorial CSIR–IMMT and DAE crucial in mineral sector advancemente
“India is in the process of

scaling up exploration of
critical minerals, creating a
startup-driven mining ecosystem
and building strong domestic
value chains to reduce import de-
pendence,” said Union Minister
Dr Jitendra Singh.

Addressing the Governing
Body meeting of the "National
Mineral Exploration and Devel-
opment Trust" (NMET), held at
GPOA Complex, Dr Jitendra
Singh set out key priorities to
accelerate exploration,
strengthen domestic capacity
and expand participation in the
critical minerals sector.

The meeting was co-chaired
by Union Minister of Coal and
Mines & Chairman, Governing
Body, National Mineral Explo-
ration and Development Trust,

G. Kishan Reddy and attended
by senior officials of the Min-
istry of Mines, Director of
CSIR–Institute of Minerals &
Materials Technology (CSIR–
IMMT), Director of the Atomic
Minerals Directorate, represen-
tatives of the Department of
Atomic Energy, officials of explo-
ration agencies, and representa-
tives from State Governments
including Rajasthan, Telangana
and Maharashtra.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said that
the pace of exploration, partic-
ularly for lithium and other criti-
cal minerals, needs to align
with emerging global demand
and India’s strategic require-
ments. He referred to ongoing
work in regions such as the Si-
wana belt in Rajasthan and the
Salal–Haimna block in Jammu

& Kashmir, and called for ex-
panding indigenous exploration
efforts across more potential
zones.

The Minister said that India
must create a conducive envi-
ronment for Indian companies
and startups to enter the mining
and critical minerals sector. Re-
ferring to the success of the
biotechnology startup ecosys-
tem, he added that similar insti-
tutional support, targeted
incentives, and handholding
mechanisms can enable inno-
vation in mining technologies
and exploration methods.

The Minister said that build-
ing capacity in private explo-
ration agencies is essential for
long-term growth of the sector.
He called for strengthening the
role of Notified Private Explo-

ration Agencies (NPEAs), im-
proving access to technology
and finance, and ensuring
faster project approvals so that
private participation expands in
a meaningful manner.

Dr Jitendra Singh added
that faster approvals, better
procurement systems, and
timely pre-exploration clear-
ances are necessary to main-
tain momentum in exploration
activities. He also said that is-
sues related to forest clear-
ances continue to affect
timelines in several projects
and require coordinated efforts
for resolution.

On local engagement, the
Minister said that elected repre-
sentatives, including Members
of Parliament and State Legis-
lators, may be associated in

areas where exploration is un-
derway. This, he said, will help
build awareness among local
communities and facilitate
smoother implementation of
projects.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that
reducing dependence on im-
ports requires development of
end-to-end domestic supply
chains, including processing
and value addition. He referred
to ongoing efforts to establish
processing capabilities in
states such as Maharashtra,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Gujarat, which are
expected to strengthen India’s
position in global mineral sup-
ply chains.

The Minister added that in-
ternational cooperation may be
explored for access to ad-

vanced technologies and ex-
pertise, while maintaining focus
on indigenous technology de-
velopment through institutions
such as CSIR–IMMT and the
Department of Atomic Energy.

Reviewing the functioning of
NMET, Dr Jitendra Singh dis-
cussed annual plans, project
approvals, funding support, and
institutional mechanisms aimed
at improving efficiency and out-
comes. He said that NMET
must continue to support inno-
vation, facilitate exploration
agencies, incentivise states
and promote pilot projects for
recovery of critical minerals. He
also said that awareness in ex-
ploration areas is important so
that local communities under-
stand the long-term benefits of
mineral development.

The footage of Rupali

Chakankar, then chair-

person of the Maharashtra

Women's Commission, wash-

ing the feet of a rape-accused

astrologer, Ashok Kharat alias

Captain, spread on social

media, causing a nationwide

uproar. This incident is not

merely an individual lapse,

but a symbol of the inherent

weakness of institutions built

in the name of women's em-

powerment. Bowing down to

a man accused of sexually

exploiting 58 women, in-

stalling hidden cameras, and

exploiting superstition through

drugs is a profound blow to

the principles of feminism.

Chakankar resigned on

March 20, 2026, at the direc-

tion of Chief Minister Deven-

dra Fadnavis, but the

question remains—is this a

consequence of the political

appointment system?

In the Indian context,

Women's Commissions are

state-level institutions estab-

lished under Articles 15 and

39 of the Constitution to pro-

tect women's rights. But when

the head of these institutions

himself shows respect for an

accused, how can victimized

women gain confidence?

Nashik police recovered 58

objectionable videos from

Kharat's farmhouse, proving

how dangerous superstition

can be. This incident compels

serious reflection on social,

political, and legal levels.

Ashok Kharat was no ordi-

nary astrologer. Known as

"Captain," he lured everyone

from politicians to ordinary

women under the guise of

performing rituals and reading

palmistry. Police investiga-

tions revealed that he had in-

stalled hidden cameras at his

farmhouse, drugged women,

and exploited them. Fifty-

eight videos were found on a

pen drive, providing solid evi-

dence of his crimes. Nashik's

Superintendent of Police

stated that Kharat's wealth,

amassed through exploita-

tion, is estimated to be worth

approximately ₹200 crore.

This market for supersti-

tion is not new in India. The

influence of witchcraft, astrol-

ogy, and so-called babas ex-

tends from rural to urban

areas. According to National

Crime Records Bureau data,

crimes related to superstition

increased by 15 percent in

2024. Kharat examined the

hands of several politicians,

including Rupali Chakankar.

In one video, she is seen say-

ing, "Great men like you are

rare." How this faith protects

criminals is a matter of seri-

ous concern. The accused

was acquitted due to political

influence, which exposes the

flaws in the system.

Rupali Chakankar is a

senior Bharatiya Janata Party

leader who was appointed

chairperson of the Women's

Commission. After the video

surfaced, the opposition de-

manded her resignation. She

resigned citing "personal rea-

sons," but the Special Investi-

gation Team's investigation is

ongoing. Was she an accom-

plice of the accused? The op-

position has demanded that

she be made a co-accused.

The Chief Minister ordered

her immediate resignation, a

commendable step. This inci-

dent highlights the problems

with the political appointment

system, where loyalty is prior-

itized over merit.

The Women's Commis-

sion aims to protect women's

rights, but the reality is differ-

ent. According to the National

Family Health Survey, ap-

proximately 30 percent of

women face domestic vio-

lence, but complaints reach

the commissions in less than

5 percent. This is due to lack

of awareness, fear, and politi-

cal pressure. The situation is

similar in states like Haryana,

where superstition and the in-

fluence of godmen are preva-

lent, and political leaders

promote these practices for

vote bank support.

Superstition has become

a major means of exploitation

of women. Many so-called

gurus exploit women in the

name of "removing black

magic." Despite education,

the rise of superstition is wor-

rying. According to a United

Nations report, approximately

40 percent of people in India

believe in superstition. This is

an irony amid claims of

women's empowerment.

According to the law, Sec-

tion 376 of the Indian Penal

Code, the POCSO Act, and

the Information Technology

Act regulate such crimes. Yet,

the conviction rate remains

below 30 percent. The lack of

speedy trials allows criminals

to roam freely. In the Hus-

sainara Khatoon case, the

Supreme Court recognized

speedy trials as part of Article

21 of the Constitution.

The formation of a Special

Investigation Team in Maha-

rashtra is a positive step, but

transparency is essential.

Suggestions include making

women's commissions au-

tonomous, preventing political

appointments, strengthening

anti-superstition laws (like the

Jharkhand model), and con-

ducting awareness cam-

paigns through digital media.

Gender sensitivity should also

be incorporated into police

training.

Globally, India ranks 127th

in the World Economic

Forum's Gender Gap Report.

Such incidents create a neg-

ative international image. The

#MeToo movement suc-

ceeded in other countries be-

cause of stronger institutions

there. India should learn from

this.

The Rupali Chakankar

case is a mirror that shows

that as long as institutions

continue to be sacrificed to

politics, women's safety will

remain merely a claim. End-

ing superstition can only be

achieved through education,

and ending political abuse

through reform. Society, gov-

ernment, and citizens must

work together, otherwise the

number of victims will con-

tinue to rise.

The decline of women's safety institutions Superstition, Politics and Moral Decline

Dr. SatyawaN SauraBH

New Delhi (PIB) : V. L. Kan-

tha Rao, Secretary, Depart-

ment of Water Resources,

River Development & Ganga

Rejuvenation (DoWR, RD &

GR), Ministry of Jal Shakti,

chaired the Regional State

Water Secretaries Confer-

ence held at Dr. MCR HRD

Institute of Telangana which

brought together senior offi-

cers from the Water Re-

sources Departments of

Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,

Telangana, Karnataka, Tamil

Nadu, Kerala, Puducherry,

Lakshadweep and Andaman

& Nicobar Islands together at

a single platform to discuss

wide array of matters pertain-

ing to the water sector. Offi-

cials of DoWR, RD&GR, New

Delhi and 15 heads of major

organizations of the depart-

ment also participated in the

daylong conference.

Key objectives of the con-

ference encompassed review

of the implementation of on-

going schemes of the depart-

ment in the participating

States/UTs; works done by

the organizations of the De-

partment in these States, un-

derstanding concerns of the

States/UTs with respect to on-

going schemes/projects and

inter -state matters; and de-

tailed deliberations on these

aspects to further strengthen

thrust areas of Centre-State

co-ordination and partner-

ships.

During the conference,

State Govt. officials illustrated

the scheme implementation

status, expectations from the

Government of India and re-

lated bottlenecks in respec-

tive states/UTs in the field of

water resources. The Secre-

tary, DoWR, RD & GR under-

pinned the need for timely

completion of ongoing proj-

ects and to reduce the gaps in

Centre-state coordination to

ensure time-bound progress

of priority works. He called

upon the States/UTs to partic-

ipate in revision and reforma-

tion of schemes of DoWR, RD

&GR for next FC cycle.

Apart from the regular on-

going schemes, discussions

also took place on Flood fore-

casting activities and adoption

of advisories issued by the

DoWR, RD & GR by the

States/UTs on Sediment Man-

agement, Salinity Ingress in

Coastal areas, implementa-

tion of the provisions of Dam

Safey Act, Jal Sanchay Jan

Bhagidari among others. Par-

ticipating states/UTs were re-

quested to streamline

implementation of these critical

advisories on priority basis.

In his concluding remarks,

the Secretary reiterated the

significance of the meeting in

formulating and executing in-

tegrated strategies for sus-

tainable and effective

development of water re-

sources in the region. He reaf-

firmed the department's

commitment to providing

comprehensive support for

the planning, development,

and management of water re-

sources projects/schemes

across the Country.

(capital Information) 
Hyderabad : Urban water
conservationist Kalpana
Ramesh, founder of The
Rainwater Project, has been
honoured with a Certificate of
Appreciation by the Advanced
Data Processing Research
Institute (ADRIN) of Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) in Secunderabad
for her expert lecture on “The
Challenge of Water Conser-
vation” delivered during
Swachhata Pakhwada 2026.

An architect and interior
designer by training, Ms.
Ramesh transitioned from an
international professional ca-
reer in the United States and
Singapore to focus on ad-
dressing urban water scarcity
in Hyderabad. Over the past
two decades, she has worked
extensively on reviving tradi-
tional rainwater harvesting
practices and restoring his-
toric wells and stepwells
across the city and its sur-
rounding regions.

Through her social enter-
prise initiatives, she has facil-
itated the restoration of more
than 30 water structures, no-
tably the revival of the Bansi-
lalpet stepwell, a historic
structure that had remained
buried under debris for
decades before being re-
stored as both a functional
water source and a public

heritage space. Conservation
work has also extended to lo-
cations such as Kokapet,
Kondapur, Gachibowli, and
Rashtrapati Nilayam, where
stepwells and large-scale
rainwater harvesting systems
were revitalised.

Ms. Ramesh has led sev-
eral community awareness
campaigns - including “Save

10K Bores,” “Live the Lakes,”
and “Blue Hyderabad” -
aimed at promoting integrated
water management practices
such as rooftop harvesting
and greywater recycling to im-
prove neighbourhood-level
water self-sufficiency.

Expressing gratitude for
the recognition, she described
the honour as a meaningful
milestone linking her environ-
mental work with her family’s
longstanding association with
India’s space programme.

Experts said her lecture
highlighted the urgent need
for sustainable water man-
agement in rapidly expanding
urban centres, advocating a
blend of traditional knowledge
and modern technological solu-
tions. The recognition, they
noted, underscores the impor-
tance of public awareness,
community participation and
environmental stewardship in
strengthening long-term water
security and advancing India’s
broader sustainability goals.

Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR V L Kantha Rao Chairs Regional Conference of State Water Secretaries in Telangana 
Conference reviews implementation of ongoing schemes and discusses measures to strengthen Centre-State coordination in water sector

Water conservationist Kalpana Ramesh honoured by ISRO’s ADRIN
(capital Information) 

Hyderabad : The Telangana

Northern Power Distribution

Company Limited (TGN-

PDCL) on Thursday

recorded an all-time high

peak power demand of

6,457 megawatts (MW), sur-

passing the previous record

of 6,441 MW registered on

March 3, 2026, officials said.

Announcing the mile-

stone, TGNPDCL Chairman

and Managing Director Kar-

nati Varun Reddy described

the development as a reflec-

tion of the utility’s operational

efficiency and its commit-

ment to ensuring quality and

uninterrupted power supply

to consumers across the re-

gion.

Officials attributed the

surge in electricity consump-

tion to the onset of summer

and rising temperatures, with

maximum temperatures al-

ready crossing 36°C in sev-

eral areas. Increased usage

of air conditioners, coolers,

and fans in households,

along with higher demand

from commercial, industrial,

and agricultural sectors, has

contributed to the spike.

The power utility said it

had undertaken advance

strengthening and upgrada-

tion of substations, trans-

formers, and feeder lines to

manage the rising load. It

has also deployed round-

the-clock monitoring teams

and kept emergency re-

sponse units on standby to

promptly address any techni-

cal disruptions.

Mr. Varun Reddy noted

that power demand is ex-

pected to increase further

during April and May, the

peak summer months. How-

ever, he expressed confi-

dence in the company’s

preparedness to handle the

anticipated load without

causing inconvenience to

consumers.

TGNPDCL Records All-Time High 
Peak Power Demand of 6,457 MW
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STRYCT ACTION WILL BE TAKEN IF SAND IS 
TRANSPORT ILLEGALLY  : COLLECTOR PRATIMA SINGH

(Capital information)
Medak : In the meeting of Medak district level sand committee,

district collector Pratima Singh ordered to take strict measures

to control illegal mining and transportation of sand in the dis-

trict. Illegal transportation of sand in the district.Collector

warned that strict action will be taken if it is done. 

Additional Collector Nagesh, Additional SP Mahender,

RDOs, Tahsildars, Mining, Irrigation and Panchayat Housing

officials participated and spoke in the district level sand com-

mittee meeting held at Medak Collectorate on Thursday. 

In the district. It has been clarified that from April 1, 100%

supply of sand should be done through online mode through

“Mana Sandu Vahanam”. The officials were directed to ensure

that the transportation of sand is carried out in full accordance

with the government regulations.Bindover cases were ordered

to be registered and fined if the vehicles transporting sand il-

legally were caught.

Every Indiramma house beneficiary should be registered

online to provide sand on time.They want to form a mobile

team at the district level under the auspices of Police, Revenue

and Mining to prevent illegal transportation of sand.  

Tahsildars should visit the reaches at least twice a week,

he said.Officers and staff participated in this program.

Vontimitta / Tirumala :

The annual Sri Ra-

manavami Brahmotsavams

at the historic Sri Kodan-

darama Swamy Temple in

Vontimitta commenced on

a grand note with the tradi-

tional 'Ankurarpanam' cere-

mony on Thursday night.

Amidst the chanting of

Vedic hymns, the sacred

rituals marked the begin-

ning of the festival, which

will continue until April 5.

Known as 'Ekashila Na-

garam,' the temple wore a

spiritual look as festivities

began early Thursday with

Suprabhata Seva and Tiru-

manjanam for the parivara

devatas. This was followed

by Vyasabhishekam and

special Archana for the pre-

siding deities. In the

evening, priests performed

Vishwaksena Puja, Kalasa

Pratistha, and Kankanad-

haranam, followed by the

ritualistic collection of sa-

cred earth.

Schedule for Today

The first day of the

Brahmotsavams features

significant spiritual events

starting with the sacred flag

hoisting, Dhwajarohanam,

between 9:30 AM and

10:15 AM in Vrushabha

Lagnam. This will be

followed by Sri Ra-

manavami Asthanam

from 11:00 AM to 12:00

PM. Later in the

evening, a commemo-

rative event for

Pothana Jayanti and a

Kavi Sammelanam will

be held from 4:00 PM

to 7:00 PM. The festivi-

ties for the day will con-

clude with the Sesha

Vahana Seva from 7:00

PM to 9:00 PM, where the

Lord will bless the devo-

tees. Deputy EO Prashan-

thi, AEO Balaraju,

Superintendent Hanuman-

thaiah, Temple Inspector

Naveen, and other temple

officials participated in the

rituals.

EPFO TO HOLD ‘NIDHI AAPKE NIKAT’ TODAY
(Capital Information)

Khammam Bureau : Regional PF Commissioner Y.D. Srinivas

has announced that the ‘Nidhi Aapke Nikat’ programme will be

held on Friday at GV Mall, Gollagudem. The outreach initiative

is being organised by the Employees’ Provident Fund Organ-

isation (EPFO), Warangal Regional Office for establishments,

employees and pensioners under its jurisdiction.

The programme will be conducted from 9.30 AM to 4.00

PM and will provide awareness and support on a range of

EPFO services. Officials will explain online service procedures

for employees, compliance and registration procedures for

new establishments and employers, and guidance on various

online EPFO services. The event will also focus on pensioners’

grievances, life certificate services, and awareness on the PM

Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana.

The Regional PF Commissioner said the programme is

aimed at bringing EPFO services closer to the people and

helping beneficiaries resolve their concerns directly with offi-

cials. Employers, employees and pensioners have been urged

to make use of the opportunity and participate in the pro-

gramme in large numbers.

(Capital Information)
Khammam Bureau : District

Collector Anudeep Durishetty

on Thurs day said that benefici-

aries of the State Government’s

prestigious Indiramma Housing

Scheme should make proper

use of the Rs 5 lakh financial

assistance being provided and

complete construction of their

houses without delay. He

stressed that the dream of own-

ing a house should be fulfilled

through effective utilisation of

the government support.

During his visit to Islavath

Thanda village in Tirumalaya

palem mandal under Palair

constituency, the Collector in-

spected the progress of houses

being built under the scheme.

He interacted with beneficiar-

ies, reviewed the status of con-

struction works on the ground,

and instructed officials to ex-

tend full cooperation to ensure

speedy completion. He also di-

rected that houses should be

made ready for housewarming

ceremonies as part of the Pra-

japalana– Pragathi Pranalika

programme in every mandal.

The Collector said that 802

houses were sanctioned in

Tirumalayapalem mandal, of

which 736 are under construc-

tion at various stages, including

basement, lintel, roof level, and

some nearing completion. He

explained that the government

is releasing financial assistance

in phases directly into the ben-

eficiaries’ accounts after comple-

tion of foundation, wall

construction, slab level, and final

stages. He added that steps

have also been taken to facilitate

loans through women’s self-help

groups for eligible beneficiaries

who are unable to progress up to

the foundation stage.

Stressing quality and timely

completion, the Collector said

officials must continuously

monitor the progress of con-

struction works at the field level

and provide all required support

to beneficiaries. 

He urged beneficiaries not

to delay the works, as faster

completion would also ensure

quicker release of government

funds. Tahsildar Luther Wilson,

MPDO Silar Saheb, Housing

DE Jagran, AE Navya, Pan-

chayat Secretary and other of-

ficials were participated in the

programme.

CONGRESS REVIEWS BOOTH- LEVEL STRATEGY
(Capital Information)

Khammam Bureau : As per the directions of AICC, PCC and

State Agriculture Minister Thummala Nageswara Rao, a booth-

level coordination and review meeting was held on Thursday at

Ballepalli in Division No. 2 under the leadership of Khammam

DCC Corporation President Nagandla Deepak Chowdary. The

programme was organised as part of the Congress Party’s initia-

tive to conduct booth-level review meetings in every division.

Speaking on the occasion, Deepak Chowdary said that the

welfare schemes and development programmes being imple-

mented by the Congress Government must reach every house-

hold. He stressed that the party should strengthen its presence at

the grassroots level and announced that eight members would be

appointed in each booth to ensure effective outreach. He said this

would help take government schemes directly to the people and

further strengthen both the party and the government.

Senior Congress leader and Corporator Maleedu

Venkateswarlu, INTUC City President Narala Naresh, Division

President Kalva Narasimha Rao, Koneti Narayana, Rakesh,

Sheelam Srinu, Gudipalli Gopi, Boyina Suresh, Khadeer, H.

Venkateswarlu and other key leaders participated in the pro-

gramme.

Annual Brahmotsavams at Vontimitta Sri Kodandarama
Swamy Temple Begin with Ankurarpanam

Dhwajarohanam to be Performed Today

COLLECTOR REVIEWS INDIRAMMA HOUSES

Fuel Supply Rumors Dismissed By Petrol Dealers Association
(Capital Information)

 Nizamabad Buearu : Telangana State Petrol Pump Dealers

Association Founding President, Nalla Dinesh Reddy, ad-

dressed the media at the

Nizamabad Press Club

on Thursday to dispel ru-

mors circulating, on so-

cial media regarding

petrol,  diesel shortages. 

He urged the public

not to fall prey to misin-

formation , clarified that

current supply issues

are due to, challenges

faced by oil companies

rather than pump own-

ers. Reddy emphasized

that, while some companies have increased dealership num-

bers for profit, existing owners are struggling with low margins. 

He advised citizens to, purchase fuel only for daily needs

and avoid panic buying, noting that excessive hoarding dis-

rupts supplies for emergency services. Calling for public coop-

eration, he requested everyone to act responsibly , maintain

composure during this period.

(Capital Information)
 Nizamabad Buearu : Dur-

ing the state assembly ses-

sions on Thursday,

Nizamabad Urban MLA

Dhanpal Suryanarayana

Gupta emphasized the ur-

gent need to, expand the In-

formation Technology sector

to Tier-II cities to support un-

employed youth. Discussing

IT , municipal affairs, the leg-

islator pointed out that the IT

Hub in Nizamabad, con-

structed by the previous gov-

ernment at a cost of

approximately 50 crore ru-

pees, currently remains un-

derutilized and neglected.

He noted that while the facil-

ity was designed to accom-

modate 23 companies, only

10 are presently operational,

most of which are startups or

BPOs rather than estab-

lished Multi-National Corpo-

rations. This lack of robust

employment opportunities

has forced thousands of

local graduates and post-

graduates to migrate to Gulf

countries for work or struggle

with low-paying jobs in Hy-

derabad. Gupta suggested

that establishing high-quality

IT jobs within their home city

would provide much-needed

financial stability for local

families. Beyond IT con-

cerns, he brought several

municipal issues to the gov-

ernment's attention, report-

ing that local water bodies

such as Ramarthi Tank, Bon-

dem Tank,  Phulang Vagu

are facing significant en-

croachments. He further re-

quested the establishment of

fruit markets at two locations

within the district center and

urged officials to address

footpath occupations. The

MLA concluded by stating

that the strict implementation

of the Master Plan is essen-

tial to prevent further en-

croachments and ensure the

systematic beautification of

the city

Nizamabad Urban MLA Urges Expansion of IT Sector to Tier-II Cities

(Capital Information )
Jagtial : District SP Ashok

Kumar, emphasized that

road accidents are primarily

caused by speeding and

non-compliance with traffic

rules. He urged citizens to

adopt defensive driving

practices to reduce acci-

dents.

As part of the "Arrive

Alive - A Campaign for

Safer Roads in Telangana"

initiative, a road safety

awareness program was

organized at Old Bus

Stand, Jagityal. The event

featured a police cultural

troupe performing skits and

songs highlighting the im-

portance of traffic rules.

"The aim is to

strengthen road safety

measures and promote de-

fensive driving culture

among citizens," said SP

Ashok Kumar. He stressed

that most accidents occur

due to speeding, drunk

driving, mobile phone

usage, and non-compli-

ance with traffic rules.

The program included a

dramatic performance by

actors portraying Yama and

Chitragupta, depicting the

consequences of reckless

driving. The event attracted

around 300 students and

citizens, who gained

awareness about road

safety.

Municipal Chairperson

Samindla Vani Srinivas,

DSP Raghu Chander, In-

spectors Sudhakar and

Karunakar,  Traffic SI Malle-

sham and others also par-

ticipated in the event.

Alphores School Annual Day Celebrations
(Capital Information )

Jagtial : The annual day "Fusion" celebrations of Alphores

School, located in Krishna Nagar and Vidya Nagar, Jagtial ,

were held at a local function hall. The event was attended by

Samindla Vani Srinivas, Chairperson of Jagtial Municipal Cor-

poration, and Alphores Educational Institutions' founder, Dr.

Narender Reddy, as chief guests.

Speaking on the occasion,  Samindla Vani Srinivas empha-

sized the importance of discipline and education in shaping the

future of students. She encouraged students to strive for ex-

cellence and make their parents proud.

Dr. Narender Reddy, in his address, highlighted the institu-

tion's commitment to providing quality education and its

achievements over the past 36 years. He appreciated the ef-

forts of the teaching and non-teaching staff in achieving excel-

lent results.

The event featured cultural performances by students, in-

cluding traditional and folk dances. Prizes were distributed to

students who excelled in various activities, and the chief

guests offered their best wishes.

The function was attended by school principal, teachers,

parents, and others .

BJP Leader  Participates in Hanuman Devotees' Bhiksha Ceremony
(Capital Information)

Jagtial/Dharmapuri : BJP leader Kothakonda Raju and family

members participated in the bhiksha  ceremony for Hanuman

devotees at Sri Akkapelli Rajarajeswara temple in Dharmapuri

today. Speaking on the occasion, He expressed his gratitude

to serve the Hanuman devotees.

Road Accidents are Caused by Speeding and 
Non-Compliance with Traffic Rules:  SP Ashok Kumar

(Capital Information )
Mahabubnagar : The gen-

eral body meeting of the

Telangana State Coopera-

tive Apex Bank Ltd. was at-

tended virtually by

Mahabubnagar district offi-

cials from the Collector’s

camp office on Thursday.

District Collector and

Person-in-Charge of the

District Cooperative Central

Bank, Khushboo Gupta,

along with DCCB CEO

Ravikanth Reddy, partici-

pated in the through virtual

mode.

The meeting was

chaired by Surendra

Mohan, Person-in-Charge

of the Apex Bank and

Secretary of the State

Agriculture and

Cooperation Departments.

He held detailed

discussions with Person-in-

Charge officials of District

Cooperative Central Banks

from erstwhile districts and

other members.

During thebudget of the

Telangana State

Cooperative Apex

Bank Ltd. was

approved.

Key issues

discussed included

proposed changes to

staff service rules,

promotion of Farmer

P r o d u c e r

O r g a n i s a t i o n s

( F P O s ) ,

implementation of

financial literacy

programmes through

cooperative banks,

extending loans to

women’s groups, and

measures to enhance

deposit mobilisation.

Officials offered

suggestions to strengthen

cooperative banking

services and expand

outreach to farmers and

rural communities.

Apex Bank Budget Approved; Focus on
Farmer Groups and Financial Literacy
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Education has long
been associated with

classrooms, textbooks, and
examinations. Schools play a
vital role in shaping young
minds, but in today’s rapidly
changing world, learning can-
not remain confined within
four walls. The idea of “be-
yond the school” emphasizes
that true education extends
into real-life experiences,
practical skills, and continu-
ous self-development.

In the modern age, knowl-
edge is no longer limited to
what is taught in school. The
rise of digital technology, on-
line platforms, and interactive
media has opened new av-
enues for learning. Students
can explore subjects of inter-
est through videos, online
courses, podcasts, and virtual
labs. Platforms like YouTube
and Khan Academy provide
access to quality education
anytime, anywhere. This shift
has made learning more flex-
ible, personalized, and en-
gaging.

Beyond school, life itself
becomes a classroom. Every-
day experiences teach valu-

able lessons that no textbook
can fully capture. Traveling to
new places builds cultural un-
derstanding, interacting with
people enhances communi-
cation skills, and participating
in community service fosters
empathy and responsibility.
These experiences shape
character and prepare individ-
uals to face real-world chal-
lenges.

Skill development is an-
other important aspect of
learning beyond school. While
schools focus on academic
knowledge, practical skills
such as problem-solving,
teamwork, leadership, and
creativity are equally impor-
tant. Activities like sports, arts,
internships, and hobbies help
students discover their talents
and build confidence. For in-
stance, playing team sports
teaches discipline and coop-
eration, while creative pur-
suits like painting or writing
encourage self-expression.

In addition, learning be-
yond school encourages cu-
riosity and lifelong learning.
When students are free to ex-
plore their interests, they de-

velop a natural love for learn-
ing. This mindset is essential
in a world where knowledge is
constantly evolving. Careers
are changing, new technolo-
gies are emerging, and indi-
viduals must continuously
update their skills to stay rel-
evant.

Parents and teachers also
play a crucial role in support-
ing this broader vision of edu-
cation. Instead of focusing
only on marks and exams,
they should encourage explo-
ration, critical thinking, and
creativity. Providing opportu-
nities for experiential learning,
such as projects, field visits,
and real-life problem-solving,
can make education more
meaningful and impactful.

However, it is important to
maintain a balance. Schools
provide structure, discipline,
and foundational knowledge,
which are essential. Learning
beyond school should com-
plement, not replace, formal
education. Together, they cre-
ate a holistic learning experi-
ence that nurtures both
intellect and character.

In conclusion, education

beyond the school is about
breaking boundaries and em-
bracing the world as a learn-
ing space. It prepares
individuals not just for exams,
but for life itself. By combining
classroom knowledge with
real-world experiences, we
can create a generation of
learners who are curious, ca-
pable, and ready to shape the
future.

The traditional image of a
school—four walls, rows of
desks, and a blackboard—is
undergoing a profound trans-
formation. The concept of
"Learning Without Walls" rep-
resents a shift from static,
contained education to a fluid,
experiential process that
views the entire world as a
classroom.  

What is Learning Without
Walls?

At its core, this educa-
tional philosophy breaks the
physical and metaphorical
boundaries of traditional insti-
tutions. It suggests that
knowledge is not confined to
a single building or a specific
set of hours. Instead, learning
becomes an extension of

everyday life, integrating:  
Nature: Using the environ-

ment as a primary teacher to
foster observation, curiosity,
and environmental steward-
ship.  

Community: Engaging
with museums, libraries, local
businesses, and government
offices to apply academic
concepts in authentic, real-
world contexts.  

Technology: Leveraging
digital platforms to access
global information, collaborate
remotely, and engage in vir-
tual simulations that tran-
scend physical geography.  

The Benefits of Breaking
Boundaries

Removing the barriers of
the traditional classroom of-
fers significant advantages for
student development, moving
beyond mere academic reten-
tion:  

Heightened Cognitive En-
gagement: Experiential learn-
ing promotes critical thinking
and problem-solving by forc-
ing students to navigate un-
predictable, real-world
scenarios rather than theoret-
ical problems in textbooks.  

Holistic Development:
Time spent in nature and ac-
tive community participation is
linked to reduced stress, im-
proved mental well-being, and
enhanced social skills like
empathy, teamwork, and
leadership.  

Practical Skill Acquisition:
By working within their com-
munities, students gain "soft
skills"—often called 21st-cen-
tury skills—such as adaptabil-
ity, communication, and
self-management, which are
essential for the modern
workforce.  

Bridging Theory and Prac-
tice: When students apply
knowledge in the field, they
bridge the gap between aca-
demic theory and real-world
utility, making learning feel
more relevant and purposeful.  

The Future of Education
The move toward learning

without walls is not merely a
temporary trend but a blue-
print for the future of educa-
tion. As we move toward a
world that values skill-based
learning over traditional de-
gree-only models, the physi-
cal school building itself is

becoming more flexible, mod-
ular, and integrated into the
surrounding urban or rural
systems.

This shift encourages:
Lifelong Adaptability:

Preparing individuals to be
self-directed learners who can
navigate an ever-changing
professional landscape.  

Democratic Access: De-
mocratizing access to cultural
and professional resources by
utilizing the city (or the world)
as an extended campus.  

Inclusivity: Creating di-
verse learning pathways that
cater to different paces,
spaces, and styles of educa-
tion.

Ultimately, by opening our
doors—and sometimes re-
moving them entirely—we
allow education to become as
limitless, dynamic, and adapt-
able as the world it seeks to
prepare students for.

Would you like me to draft
an outline for a presentation
or an article specifically tar-
geting how educational insti-
tutions can integrate
community-based learning
into their existing curricula?

In an age dominated by
fast-paced digital stimu-

lation, the quiet and patient
activity of bird watching—
often seen as a simple
hobby—is now gaining atten-
tion from neuroscientists.
Emerging research suggests
that bird watching does far
more than relax the mind; it
may actually reshape the
brain, enhancing cognitive
abilities and even protecting
against age-related decline.

Recent scientific studies
have revealed that experi-
enced birdwatchers exhibit
measurable structural
changes in their brains. Com-
pared to beginners, expert
birders show more “compact”
and efficient brain regions
linked to attention and per-
ception. These changes are
not merely symbolic—they di-
rectly correlate with a per-
son’s ability to identify birds

accurately, even unfamiliar
species. 

This phenomenon is an
example of neuroplasticity,
the brain’s remarkable ability
to reorganize itself through
learning and experience. Bird
watching demands a unique
combination of skills: sharp vi-
sual observation, sustained
attention, pattern recognition,
and memory. Over time, prac-
ticing these skills strengthens
neural pathways, making the
brain more efficient and
adaptable. 

Interestingly, the benefits
of bird watching extend be-
yond skill development. Re-
searchers have found that the
cognitive advantages gained
through birding may act as a
“cognitive reserve,” helping to
slow down the ageing
process of the brain. As peo-
ple grow older, functions like
memory and processing

speed typically decline. How-
ever, individuals engaged in
mentally stimulating activities
like bird watching tend to

maintain these abilities
longer. 

The activity also con-
tributes to mental well-being.

Studies show that bird watch-
ing reduces psychological dis-
tress and improves overall
mood. Being in nature, listen-

ing to birdsong, and focusing
on the present moment can
lower stress levels and pro-
mote emotional balance. 

What makes bird watching
particularly powerful is its ac-
cessibility. It does not require
expensive equipment or spe-
cialized training—just curios-
ity, patience, and a
willingness to observe the
natural world. Whether in a
rural landscape or an urban
park, anyone can engage in
birding and potentially reap its
cognitive and emotional ben-
efits.

In conclusion, bird watch-
ing is more than a leisurely
pastime; it is a brain-boosting
activity with profound scien-
tific backing. By sharpening
attention, enhancing memory,
and promoting mental well-
being, it demonstrates how
simple interactions with na-
ture can lead to meaningful

changes in the human brain.
In a world increasingly de-
tached from nature, perhaps
the path to a healthier mind
lies in looking up at the skies
and listening to the songs of
birds.nges, birdwatching acts
as a powerful, natural form of
mindfulness. It encourages
people to get outdoors, slow
down, and focus entirely on
the present moment, which is
widely recognized for reduc-
ing stress and anxiety—two
factors that, when chronic,
can be damaging to the
brain's long-term health.  

While this doesn't replace
the need for other healthy
habits like regular exercise, a
balanced diet, and adequate
sleep, it does suggest that
picking up a pair of binoculars
might be one of the most in-
tellectually stimulating (and in-
expensive) ways to keep your
mind sharp as you age.  

“Let Us End TB – A Call
from Abiding Hope Trust”

(Capital Information)
Nellore : Abiding Hope Trust organized a nutrition support pro-
gram today in Kondayapalem, where nutritious food packets
were distributed to 30 TB patients.

Dr. Petla Joshua Kishore, who attended as the chief guest,
stated that TB is a completely curable disease. He emphasized
that patients can recover quickly if they take prescribed medi-
cines regularly along with proper nutrition.

Dr. Titus Nirmal Kumar, Director of Abiding Hope Trust, said
that the Trust has been supporting TB patients for the past four
years. He noted that regular intake of nutritious food has sig-
nificantly improved the immunity levels of patients. He also
urged them to strictly follow doctors’ advice and continue their
medication to regain full health.

Journalist Jayaprakash highlighted that free TB-related
tests are available in government hospitals and encouraged
patients to utilize these facilities.

Venu, Sk. Shamshadar, Mahidhar, Shobha, and others par-
ticipated in the program.

(Capital Information)
Wanaparthy : Praveen Kumar,
a member of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) District Ex-
ecutive Committee, extended
his Sri Rama Navami greetings
to the people of Wanaparthy
district. 

He noted that the grand ce-
lestial wedding ceremony
(Kalyana Mahotsavam) of Lord
Rama and Goddess Sita is
being celebrated with great
pomp across various temples
throughout Wanaparthy dis-
trict, including the festivities at
Gopalpet. 

He described Lord
Seetharamachandra as a mag-
nificent ruler who strictly ad-
hered to the social maxim

"Dharmo Rakshati Rakshitah"
(Righteousness protects those
who protect it) and who sacri-
ficed his very life to uphold
Dharma (righteousness) and

moral values. 
He hailed Lord Rama as

the cherished deity of the In-
dian people. Furthermore, he
explained that the sacred mar-
ital bond between Lord Rama
and Goddess Sita—who en-
dured numerous sacrifices for
the welfare of the world—is
eternal and serves as an ex-
emplary ideal for future gener-
ations.

BJP District Executive
Committee member Praveen
Kumar Goud stated that he
prays to Lord Rama and God-
dess Sita to bestow their bless-
ings upon the people of the
district forever, and to bless
everyone to lead lives filled
with happiness and prosperity.

Beyond the School: Learning Without Walls

Bird Watching May Reshape the Brain

False Cases Filed Against Those 
Questioning Injustice Against a Girl

(Capital Information)
Wanaparthy : A flash protest was staged in front of the Wana-
parthy Police Station to condemn the filing of false cases
against leaders Nandimalla Ashok, Cheerla Chander, Me-
chanic Srinu, and six others. These individuals had gone to
question the rape of a minority girl that occurred at Akshara
School in Wanaparthy town.

The protest was organized under the leadership of BRS
leaders Gattu Yadav, Vakiti Sridhar, and Palusa Ramesh Goud.
The leaders alleged that the arrests were part of a massive
conspiracy aimed at shielding the accused—the perpetrator of
the rape—and the school management. They demanded that
the government ensure justice for the victimized girl and her
family. The leaders warned that they would launch a statewide
agitation if their demands were not met. 

Participants in the event included BJP leaders Rajasekhar
Goud, Peddiraju, Kagithala Lakshminarayana, and Unglam
Thirumal; Municipal Councilors Murali Sagar, Srikar Goud
(Chintu), Samad Star Rahim, Hemant Mudiraj, Johar Hussain,
Suryavamsham Giri, Yugandhar Reddy, and Chityala
Ramu; CPM leader Parameshwara Chari; and CPI leader
Gopal Krishna.

(Capital Information)
Wanaparthy :  It is a note-
worthy achievement that
first-year students from the
Government Women's De-
gree College, Wanaparthy,
have been awarded the
Azim Premji Scholarship.
For the current academic
year, nine students from the
Government Women's De-
gree College have been se-
lected for this prestigious
scholarship. 

College Principal Dr. B.
Eswaraiah announced that
financial assistance of Rs.
30,000 per annum will be
provided to each student,
with the first installment of
Rs. 15,000 being deposited
directly into their personal

bank accounts.
On this occasion, Col-

lege Principal Dr. B.
Eswaraiah congratulated
the students, stating that
this scholarship would pro-
vide them with further en-

couragement in their pursuit
of higher education. He re-
marked that such opportuni-
ties are immensely
beneficial for talented stu-
dents facing financial con-
straints. He also urged

other students to utilize sim-
ilar opportunities to show-
case their own talents.

On behalf of the college,
he congratulated and ex-
tended his best wishes to
the selected students : B.A.
students G. Meghamala, K.
Damayanthi, E. Mounika, K.
Spandana, A. Renuka, E.
Pooja, S. Nandini; and
B.Com students Deepika
and Alfiya Tahneen. The
event was attended by Vice
Principal Ramaraju Yadav,
Dr. Damodar Reddy, Dr.
Vishnumurthy, Dr. Sushma,
and Dr. C.  Dr. Mannem, Dr.
Srinivasulu Pothuraju, Dr.
Pushpa, and Dr. Ja-
gadeeswarayya partici-
pated.

(Capital Information)
Gopalpet : In observance of
the Sri Rama Navami festivi-
ties, several Rama temples
across the Gopalpet Mandal
have been beautifully
decked up. Temple ad-
ministrators are currently
adorning the shrines in
preparation for conduct-
ing the celestial wedding
ceremony (Kalyanam) of
Sita and Rama on the
27th of this month. The
temples have been
freshly painted and ex-
quisitely illuminated with
colorful electric lights,
presenting a magnificent
spectacle. Arrange-
ments—including paint-
ing, setting up tents, and
erecting the wedding
canopy—have already been
completed. In addition to the
Sri Sri Sri Kodandarama
Swamy Temple located at
the Mandal headquarters,
several Hanuman temples
have also been beautifully
decorated.
Grand Arrangements for

the Sita-Rama Wedding
Extensive arrangements

have been made at the tem-
ples for the celestial wedding
ceremony of Sita and Rama,

scheduled to be held this Fri-
day on the auspicious occa-
sion of Sri Rama Navami.
The wedding stage and tents
have already been set up.
Everything is in readiness to
conduct Annadanam (free
food distribution) programs in
honor of the Lord's wedding

ceremony.  Arrangements
have also been made to pro-
vide devotees with a Dar-
shan (sacred viewing) of the
Lord in the evening, following

the wedding ceremony,
by taking Him in a palan-
quin procession through
the local streets.
Arrangements En-
sured to Prevent In-
convenience to
Devotees

"As part of the cente-
nary celebrations of the
Sri Sri Sri Kodandarama
Swamy Temple at the
Mandal headquarters,
we are organizing the
celestial wedding cere-
mony of Sita and Rama
on a grand scale this Fri-
day at 11:00 AM."  "We

are making arrangements to
ensure that devotees do not
face any difficulties. In view
of the scorching heat, we are
also setting up coolers. We
have been conducting the
Kalyana Mahotsavam for
100 years," stated members
of the temple committee.

Kodandarama Swamy Temple Decked
Up for Sri Rama Navami Celebrations

Preparations Underway for the Celestial Wedding Ceremony of Sita and Rama

Sri Rama Navami Greetings to the People of the District 
: BJP District Senior Leader Praveen Kumar Goud

Students from Wanaparthy Government Women's College Selected for Azim Premji Scholarship
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Veteran actor Nandamuri
Balakrishna has been

honoured with a prestigious
Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at the
International Film
Festival of Delhi.
This special recogni-
tion celebrates his
long and successful
journey in Indian cin-
ema, especially his
strong contribution
to Telugu films over
several decades. 

The award was presented
by Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta during the grand open-
ing ceremony held at Bharat
Mandapam. The event saw
many well-known actors, direc-
tors, and film personalities
coming together to celebrate
cinema and creativity. 

Nandamuri Balakrishna has
acted in many hit movies and
built a powerful image with his

energetic performances and di-
alogue delivery. His career
spans more than four decades,

and he continues to remain an
important figure in the film in-
dustry. 

Receiving this award is a
proud moment not only for him
but also for his fans and the Tel-
ugu film industry. 

Along with Balakrishna, leg-
endary actors like Sharmila
Tagore and Dharmendra were
also honoured with Lifetime
Achievement Awards at the

same event. This shows the
festival’s effort to recognize
artists who have made a lasting

impact on Indian cin-
ema. 

The International
Film Festival of Delhi
started with a grand
ceremony, including
cultural performances
and a tribute to Indian
heritage. Many celebri-
ties walked the red
carpet, making the
event colorful and ex-

citing. The festival aims to bring
together talent from across
India and the world, creating a
platform for new ideas and sto-
rytelling. 

While receiving the honour,
Balakrishna’s achievement re-
flects his dedication and pas-
sion for cinema. His journey
from early films to becoming a
senior star is inspiring for many
young actors. 

Peddi, headlined by Ram
Charan, is yet to complete

its shoot. A couple of days ago,
Ram Charan got injured on the
sets, and a surgery was performed
near his eyelid. Though the team
assured fans that the actor is safe,

they are still worried and have
been requesting the makers to
take precautionary measures on
the sets.

The North America advance
bookings, which were supposed to
commence tomorrow, have now

been postponed to April 8. The
delay in bookings and Charan’s in-
jury have given rise to a new rumor
that the movie may not arrive on
April 30 as planned. The latest
speculation suggests that the re-
lease could be pushed to May 21,

and it has
sparked con-
cern among
fans.

The team
has consis-
tently denied
the post-
ponement ru-
mors, and it
remains to
be seen if
they can
meet the

deadline, as work is still pending.
Directed by Buchi Babu Sana, the
biggie stars Janhvi Kapoor as the
female lead. A. R. Rahman is com-
posing the music. A special teaser
will be released tomorrow on the
occasion of Charan’s birthday.

In every film industry,
there are some movies

that go beyond regular enter-
tainment and try to bring
something fresh. Charming
star Sharwanand’s upcoming
film Biker looks like one such
attempt. From the first
glimpse itself, the film gives
a feeling that it is not just an-
other sports drama, but a
movie filled with strong emo-
tions and a unique presenta-
tion. 

At the core of Biker is a
touching father and son rela-
tionship. Veteran actor Ra-
jasekhar plays the role of a
strict father who wants his
son to succeed at any cost.
Instead of showing love in a
soft way, he pushes his son
with discipline and pressure. 

Director Abhilash Reddy
has chosen a different back-
drop for this emotional story.
He sets the film in the world
of professional bike racing,

which is rarely explored in
Telugu cinema. This fresh
setting itself makes Biker
stand out from regular com-
mercial films. The racing
scenes, combined with emo-
tional storytelling, are ex-
pected to give audiences a
new experience. 

Another interesting as-
pect of the film is its timeline.
The story moves between
the early 1990s and the early

2000s. The team has care-
fully recreated these periods
with proper details, giving the
movie a realistic and natural
feel. This effort shows the
dedication of the makers in
delivering quality content. 

echnically too, Biker ap-
pears strong. The visuals
look rich, the cinematogra-
phy is impressive, and the
sound design adds energy to
the racing sequences. All

these elements together cre-
ate an engaging atmosphere
for the audience. 

Sharwanand, who is
known for choosing mean-
ingful roles, seems to have
given one of his most com-
mitted performances in this
film. His transformation, both
physically and emotionally,
shows his dedication to-
wards the character. 

The film is currently get-
ting a great response from
the audience during its pro-
motions across Andhra
Pradesh. Fans are excited
and curious to see some-
thing new on the big screen. 

If Biker connects well with
viewers, it may not just be a
successful film, but also in-
spire filmmakers to explore
new styles and stories. It has
the potential to bring a fresh
wave into Telugu cinema and
raise the standard of film-
making.

Can Sharwanand's Biker Bring a Fresh Trend to Tollywood? Nandamuri Balakrishna Receives
Lifetime Achievement Award at IFFD 2026

Peddi postponement buzz: New release 
date speculation worries fans

(Capital Information) 
Hyderabad : The Annual
Sports Day of Government
Degree College, Hayathna-
gar was celebrated grandly.

The event was organized by
the Department of Physical
Education and was presided
over by the College Principal,
Dr. P. Suresh Babu.

Dr. Madhavi Bandari, the
first female commentator in
Pro Kabaddi League, Khelo
India, and Telangana Pre-

mier League, author of the
book “Mind with Play”, and
presenter of valuable papers
in various national and inter-
national seminars, attended

the event as the Chief Guest.
Prizes were distributed to

the winners of various sports
competitions conducted at
the college level. Addressing
the students, the Chief Guest
inspired them by stating that
sports contribute not only to
physical fitness but also to

mental well-being and overall
psychological development.

The Principal, Dr. P. Suresh
Babu, emphasized that sports
are essential for leading a
healthy life. On this occasion,
students who excelled in differ-
ent sports events were congrat-
ulated. Special incentives were
awarded to students who repre-
sented the college at the Univer-
sity level.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. K. Anitha, Physical
Director, encouraged stu-
dents to actively participate
in sports and assured that
she would provide complete
training to those participating
in University level and higher
competitions.

The celebrations were
conducted with great enthu-
siasm and the event was
made successful with the
participation of Teaching
staff, Non-teaching staff, and
Students of the college.

Liquor Outlets to Remain Closed in
Cyberabad on Sri Rama Navami

(Capital Information)
Serilingampally : The Commissioner of Police, Cy-
berabad, Dr. M. Ramesh, IPS, has issued orders di-
recting the closure of wine shops, toddy shops, and
bars attached to restaurants within the Cyberabad
Police Commissionerate limits on March 27, 2026, in
view of the Sri Rama Navami festival.

According to the notification, all such establish-
ments—except bars located in star hotels and reg-
istered clubs—will remain shut from 10:00 AM to
10:00 PM.  The decision has been taken under
Section 20 of the Telangana State Excise Act,
1968, to ensure maintenance of public peace and
tranquility during the festival.

Authorities have urged strict compliance with the or-
ders, warning that any violation will attract legal action.

Government Degree College, Annual Sports Day Celebrations

(Capital Information)
Hyderabad : ”Sanaya Homes
hosted a warm and elegant
Eid Milap celebration at its
headquarters on Banjara Hills
Road No. 11, bringing to-
gether prominent guests, dig-
nitaries, and well-wishers.
The gathering beautifully re-
flected unity, festive spirit, and
goodwill on the joyous occa-
sion of Eid.
The event witnessed the
presence of distinguished
personalities, including noted

figures from the media frater-
nity and social circles.
Guests enjoyed a lavish
spread of festive cuisine,
creating an atmosphere of
warmth, celebration, and to-
getherness.
From left: Mohammed
Yousuf Mir, Arsalan Ali Mir,
Iftequar Ali (Chairman,
Sanaya Group), Ilyas Khan,
Mohammed Numan, and
Mohammad Shamsuddin,
SNAP India Editor. 

Pix Snaps India

Sanaya Homes Organises Grand Eid Milap at Headquarters, Banjara Hills


